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STATES DEPARTMENT OF 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Chicsigo, Illinois 




COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MiCRTgN SOBELL 


A source, who has furnished reliable Inforsation 
in the past, advised on June 27, 1960, that Eelen Sobell, 
wife of Morton Sobell, was the featured speaicer at a 
Chicago Sobell Committee xceeting held on June 25, 1960, 
at 1316 East Madison Park, Chicago, Illinois* 

Sobell stated that she had arrived in Chicago 
on the morning of June 24, I960, and that she had Just 
visited Minneapolis, Cleveland, and Detroit. According 
to Sobell, since arriving in Chicago she had met with 
photographers and newsmen and one newsman, Irving Eupcinet 
a reporter for the '’Chicago Sun-Times" had taken her to , 
lunch. She said that EupcitLet, who has a television show 
called "At Random," promised to have her on this show soon 

Sobell said that she had also appeared for two 
minutes on Te3evi^o>]^ Station WBBM, Channel 2, and 
answered a number of questions concerning her work on 
behalf of her husband, Morton Sobell, and their future 
plans if and when he is released.' 

Sobell had a few copies of the June 20, 1960, 
edition cvf the "Ni^w York Times" which contains an 
advertisement cn behalf cf Morton Sobell. She said that 
this advertisement was paXd for by a groupi of sponsors 
who held a big church meeting in May, 1960, and that the 
Sobell Committee in Detroit is planning to have 20,000 
copies of it printed. Also contained in the advertisement 
was a letter from CengTessmaa William Meyer of Vermont 
which apiarentiy was written sometime ago on behalf of 
Morton S^^jb-?!!. 

Sobell announced that a large three day meeting 
was to be held on November 19, 20, 21, 1960, in Washington 
D. C. Acccrdlog to Sobell, among those attending this 
meeting will be members of the clergy and the professions 
from all over the United States, and it is hoped a lar^ 


C^^FiaRfTIAL 


(• # 


groupIoX CoDgressBen. Sobell said that appeals Till be sent 
from the neeting to the White Bouse and the Justice Departsent 
and that these appeals should &ake a big IspresBlon* 

Sobell said that, if the appeals are not successful 
In getting annesty for Iforton Sobell, an appeal can be Bade 
on behalf of Uorton in April, 1961, because he vill have, as 
of then, served one-third of his sentence. 


Sobell stated that the lav firm of attorney Frank 
Donner is representing Horton Sobell and that on June 27, 

1960, she Bill be in Washington, D.C., and she will find out, 
at that time, vhetbjer or not they will be able to obtain 
the services of a prominent attorney there. 

Iforton Sobell 

Horton Sobell was convicted In the United States 
District Court, Southern District of Kov York, on Harch 29, 
1951, of conspiracy to comzait espionage on behalf of the 
Soviet Union. Sobell on April 5, 1951, vas sentenced to 
serve thirty years Imprlsohment and is currently .serving his 
sentence^at the United States Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Attached is information concerning the Chicago Sobell 
Committee and the Committee to Secure Just ice jbr. Horton 
Sobell. 





conf^^tial 

CHICAGO SOBELL COilMITTEE, aka., Chicago ^ 

Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell 


f A source on December 3, 1959, advised that the Chicago 

Swell Committee, which Is also known as Chicago Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell, and was formerly known as Chicago 
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee and Chicago Committee to Secure Justice 
In the Rosenberg Case, Is a small group of volunteers who do 
Sobell fund raising and programing In the Chicago area. The 
Chicago Committee, since Its Inception In 1952, has been an affiliate 
of the Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell, which is also 
known as the National Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell 
and was formerly known as the National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee 
and the National Committee to Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case, 
with headquarters in New York. 

Source said that the office of the Chicago Sobell Committee 
is currently located at 20 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago. Illinois, 


K£R and SYLVJ^ 
this committee 


rJNSON appear to be t 


Another source advised during October, 1959, that the 
Chicago Sobell Committee maintains a bank account at the Amalgamated 
Trust and Savings Bank, 111 South Dearborn, Chicago, Illinois, 
and that DAVID SOLTKER Is listed In this bank account as the Secretary 
of the Chicago Sobell Committee. 

The above information cannot be made public except in the 
usual proceedings following the Issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 

The files of the Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
House of Representatives, as reviewed in August, 1943, reflected 
that the names of DAVID and GERTRUDE SOLTKER appear as signers on 
the Communist Party election petition submitted to the State of 
Illinois in 1940, 

Another source in 1943 advised that GERTRUDE SOLTKER, as of 
1943, was a member of the Communist Party. 

Another source furnished information In 1949 which Indicates 
that at that time SYLVIA LEVINSON was Vice Chairman of the Congress 
of American Women, 

The Communist Party and the Congress of American Women 
have been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order <^^10450. 
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CX>ilMlTTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 


''Following the execution of atoiuic spies Ethel and 
Julius Rosenberg in June, 1953, the 'Communist campaign assumed a 
different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon Morton Sobell*, 
the Rosenbergs’ codefendant. The National ComnLittee to Secure 
Justice in the Rosenberg Case «- a communist front which had been 
conducting the campaign In the United States - was reconstituted 
as the National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in 
Chicago In October, 1953 and 'then as the National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell In the Rosenberg case' «««**' 


("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957, issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 1954, the name "National Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature issued by the 
Committee. In March, 1955,. the current name, "Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell," first appeared on literature issued^ 
by the Committee. 

The 1959-1960 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" as 
being located at 940 Broadway, New York, New York. 
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zxsr, KEW YORK (100-2X) (41^ 


KOHNIKO FHEXHEIT 
IS - C . 


The "Homing Prelhelt" of June 19* I960, o n ' 
page 5> ooluinns 1-5, reflected an article by S, D. LSYIKE, 
entitled: '"Vhen The World Cried Out Por the Bosenbergs’,# 

The article opens with: "This Sunday, June I9th, ' 
will be seven years since the two innocent inartyrs, Ethel and 
Julius Rosenberg were ejiecuted, " Levine repeats part of 
the history of the case. He ridldobed the witnesses and 
evidence used against them in the trial. "The Trial was held 
at a tine when McCarthy-hysteria had reached its pinnacle . . 
and while the Korean War was on. Chily at such a time of 
hysteria and witch-htmting could these two martyrs have been * 
convicted on the basis of such Insignificant, often fantastic 
prodf."...."Thi8 barbaric sentence against the Rosenbergs 
caused a tremendous atom in the United States and throughout 
the world. In the United States ar^tlonal committee was , 
organized to demand Justice for the innocent victims. 

Tremendous mass demonstrations were held in dozens of cities 
and towns across the land. Tans of thousands of people 
participated in the picket lines in front of the White Eo^l&a 
In Washington. Broad strata of the people voiced their ^ 
anger and displeasure over the gruesoiae sentence*" 

"But the leading circles In Washington did not . . 
listen to the protests. Appeals to the Supreme Court and . 
to President Eisenhower were of no avail..." Levine quotes ‘ 
from some of the Rosenberg letters, and concludes* . . . 

"The Rosenbergs went to their death courageously with 
a profound realization of their martyiddteia and with a aacred . 
belief In a better future for humanity 'at 


s tr an slat ed from the Yiddish Iqr 
IOTSRPR3TBR. 






An iB^resBlve and vary noving oeniorlal gathering «aa . 
held an Sunday afternoon at the graves of aiartyrs Ethel ajod . . 
Julius Rosenberg on the seventh anniveraarx of their death. 

Azsiong the friends and followers present was Julius* * 
mother, who never took her eyes off the two modest tomb-s tones 
with the traditional Hebrew inscriptions 2 Yonah Rosenberg 
and Ethel Rosenberg. . : _ * ■ ^ 

Ben Batner, a friend of the family, opened the 
ceremony with the prayer for the dead and made a short talk. ^ 
about the Rosenbergs. A close friend of Ethel and Julius ' 
spoke about them and about the great Idealism which filled their 
short lives. She also 2 :«ad from John Vexley*s book describing 
a few noving nomontB in the last days of their courageous - 
and honorable lives and about how, to the last alnute, th«y“ _ 
were certain that, finally, it would be realised that they, 
are Innocent. 

Edith Segal read a few of her powerful poems 
concerning the Rosenberg tragedy, fbe poems made a profoimd ^ 
liqpression on the people# 

^ The assemblage placed flowers on the graves and, 
with tears In their eyes ajKi deeply moved, left the cemetiy# < 


above was translated from the Yiddish byf 
‘ IKTSRPRBTKR, ^*7^, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MENCRANDUM 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-133090) (4l4) Date;7/l8/60 


SUBJECT 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR A SANE NUCLEAR PCLICY 
IS-C 


Identity of Source: 


aFTurnlshed reliable Info 

In past (conceal) 


Description of info; 


Info re National CcHnraittee 
for SANE Nuclear Policy 
Rally, 5/19/60. 


Date Received: 


Received by: 
•Original located: 


A copy of informant's report rollows: 
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f TUESDAY, MAY 25* I960 T ^ “7 
REPORT OK THE MAD. S®. OAH. RALLY FOR A SAIIE NUCLEAR POLICY. 

The National & Greater N^Y, Com. for a Sane Nuclear 
Policy held a Rally at Mad. Sq. Gar. on Thurs. eve.. May 19» I960 
8:30 P.M. 17,500 people attended. 

prior to the meeting many groups distributed papers 
k pamphlets outside of the Garden; among them were the 
following; War Resisters League, 5 Beekraan St., N.Y. 38, N.Y., 
Cornucopia & co-sponsor Contemporary Issues (publications), 

5^5 5th Ave., N.Y.C.; PCE (Fellowship of Reconciliation) 

Box i? 271 j Nyack; The N.Y.S. Communist Party, 23 W. 26th St., N.1 
C.; The i960 Campaign for Blsai'mament Summer Caravain of Students ; 
sponsored by several groups Including "Sane", FCR, ABA, 

Women's International League for Peace k Freedom, etal. Other 
groups distributing were, ^he Comrmjnltv rhnrch. 



.y Worker was sold and another publication gave 
sainple copies of Workers World, MS W. 21st St., N.Y.C.; 

I.P. Stone's Weekly; et al. A souvenir Journal was published 
for the ocoesslon by Sane. 




NT 100-133090 



^ere among the 

5jOOO (reportea) people who marcTie^^fnir other membere of 
Sene & other organizations to the U.N. Plaza after the 
Rally was over. This March was originally scheduled for 
Sat,, May 21st but they decided to March after the Rally Instead, 
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Is ejcempt from disclosure. In its entirety, 
under (b)(7)(D) as information contained In ^ 
this serial vould Identify an Informant to . 
whom an expressed promise of confidentlallty”^^-'^^ 
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dates and places of meetings which were — 
attended by a limited number of people known T: 
to the Informant and/or Information from these “ 
meetings and situations in which an informant 
was in close contact with members of these " 
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his identity. - 






£2ii£IE STATES OOVBREMEHT 

KEMORANDtlW 

TO; SAC, MEW HAVEH (100-169^13) DATE; 7A9/®0 

FROM: sAimm^mmi Llc^ 

SUBJECT: RATIONAL OUARDIAN READERS CLUB (HORC) 

IS - C 


Group: 

Place: 


Katlonal Guardian Beadera 
Clu^ 

35 Robert flt.j Brldgei>ort 





Original infoxvation is located IHHBI^BBIQIf 
The lnrormaiit*s original report is attached to the copy of 
this nemorandua designated for his sub file« and is as follows: 


"National Guardian Readers Club 
Picnic and Bazaar. 

Held at the home of Alice Vida 
35 Robert St. Bridgeport > Conn. 
lJune 19 ^ i 960 — 3 
^ - (written 6-19, I960) 



"Purpose of picnic and bazaar was to raise money for 
the Sobell Committee* 


"There weren*t any speakers, announcements, etc* Just 
a social gathering. 
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source used therein 
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this serial would identify an Informant to . 

whom an expressed promise of conf Id^^ntlallty “ ' - 
has bern given. This Information includes 
dates and places of meetings which were v. ^ 
attended by a limited number of people known ^ ‘'j 
to the Informant and/or Information from these • " 

meetings and situations In which an Informant - 
was In close contact with members of these * / 

organizations, disclosure of which would reveal - 
his identity. . ' . . : . : 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 

sVHorsiSs 


REFERENCE: 


Report of Sa||H| 

1 / 28 / 60 , 

at NY. 
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ADimilSTRATIVE 



The information furnished by NY T-12 concerning 
the bank account of captioned organization as maintained 
at the Chemical Banl: New York Trust Company in NY, was 
furnished on a confidential basis. The officer to be 

utilized Bank New York 

Trust Company^FnxnAvsnae and 20th Street in NYC. tin 
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AEMIKISTRATIVE (CO^^INUSD) 


This report Is classified "Confiysptlal" since 
the Information contained therein was obtained from 
Informants of continuing value and could reasonably 
prevent their future effectiveness, especially infor- 
mation furnished by NY T-1, NY T-2, NY T-7, NY T-12 . 
and NY T-12. ^ 

Copies of this report have been famished to 
interested local Intelligence agencies. 

Copies of this report are being furnished for 
information purposes to all offices where active adjuncts 
or affiliates of the CSJMS have been revealed to exist 
either through publicity of the CSJMS or by confidential 
Informants • 

INFORMANTS 


Identity of Source File Number Where Located 
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Identity of Source Pile Number Where Located 



Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed, and T symbols were utilized In the 
report only In those Instances where the Identities of 
the sources must be concealed. 

LEAD 

NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

Will follow and report the activities of 
captioned organization as revealed through confidential 
Informants and/or publicity releases. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTIMT OP JUSTIC 
FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTI . ATION 


1 - G-2 First Anny^ NYC (RM) 

1 - 2nd OSI District, USAF, NYC (RT^) 

1 - ONI 3rd Naval District, NYC (RM) 




Report of: 
Date: 


7/26/60 

Pile Number: New York 100-107111 


Office : New York 

Bureau IOO -387835 


Title: CC^IMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORTON SOBELL 

Character: INTERI^AL SECURITY - C 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 

Synopsis: The National Headquarters of the CSJMS are 

at Room D, 9^0 Broadv;ay, NYC, and this room 
is also utilized as headquarters for the 
NYC3JMS. Members of the National Staff are: 

TED JACOBS^ HELEj^ SOBELL, ROSE SOBELL, LEAH 
SCHNEIDER, BELLA HALE3SKY, FRANK MILLER, 

IRluA "WIDGE" NEVJIWJ and AARO]C KATZ. Members 
of the NY Committee are; BEN RATNER, EVELYN 
HARAP, MARGARET BLAU, MURIEL G0LDRD'!C and ' JRJl^IE RAINER. 
The purpose of the Committee is to secure the 
release of MORTON SOBEL, codefendant of the 
ROSENBERG S, from prison by obtaining a new 
trial or by -securing -executive -clemency.- 



JIPPROPRIATE 
AND 
ADVIS: 

SLIP 
DAI £3y3 


Informant has advised that follov/ing SOBELL *8 
release the Committee would attempt to 
discredit the conviction and sentencing of 
the ROSENBERGS, 

- p* - 


^is document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. ^ 
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DETAILS: 


A> CHARACTERIZATIONS 

Committee To Secure Justice Por Moi^ton Sobell 

“Following the execution of atomic cpies 
ETHEL and JULIUS ROSENBERG In June, 1953^ the ‘Com- 
munist campaign assumed a different emphasis. Its 
ina.3or effort centered upon MORTON SOBELL, ‘ the 
ROSENBERGS* codefendant- Tlie National Committee to 
Secure Justice in the Rosenberg case - a Coniraunist 
front which had been conducting the campaign In the 
United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in Chicago 
In October, 1953j and ‘then as the National Committee- 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell In the Rosenberg 
case * •••.** Ia — 


(“Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publl- ^ 
cations** dated January 2, 1957 > Issued by the House Com- 
mlttee on Un-American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 195^ i the name “National Committee 
to Secure Jusltce for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature 
Issued by the Committee. In March, 1955# the current 
name, “Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," 
first appeared on literature issued by the Committee. 

i ^ • 

The 195^ “1960 Borough of Manhattan telephone 

directory lists the '‘Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell*’ as being located at 940 Broadv^ay, New York, 
i New York, m 

^ JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG and MORTON 

1 SOBELL were convicted in the Unites States 

I District Court, Southern District of Hew York, 

i on March 29^ 1951i on a charge of Conspiracy to 


- 2 - 
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commit Espionage on behalf of the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). The 
ROSENBERGS were sentenced to death on April 
5> 1951 * and MORTON SOBELL was sentenced to 
30 years Imprisonment on the same date. JULIUS 
and ETHEL ROSENBERG were legally executed at 
Sing Sing Prison^ Ossining, New York, on June 
19 j 1953* MORTON SOBELL is currently serving 
his sentence at the United States Penitentiary, 
Atlanta, Georgia, .a 

The Communist Party, United States of 
America (CP, USA), the Socialist Workers 
Party (SV/P) have been designated by the Attorney 
General of -the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450, 

The Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobellj the New York Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell and the Sobell Committee will be referred 
to by the initials CSJMS, NYCSJMS and SC where appropriate 
In this report. 


B. PURPOSE OP THE COMMITTEE 


On July 18, I960, NY T-1 advised that the 
CSJMS was an organization engaged In activities to 
secure the release of MORTON SOBELL from prison. NY T-1 
advised that MORTON SOBELL had been convicted of Conspiracy 
to commit Espionage with his codefendants JULIUS and 
ETHEL ROSENBERG and had been sentenced to serve 30 years 
In prison. , The Informant said that the Committee had 
been originally formed approximately 10 years previously 
to secure the freedom of all three persons, but that a 
few years later it was decided that concentration of 
the efforts of the Committee should be on MORTON SOBEU*, 
who was still living, and that after he was freed, the . . 

work of the Committee would concentrate on vindicating / v 

ETHEL and JULIUS ROSENBERG. if]}/] 
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.'IT2 (HELEN SO 
a member of the Education and Literature Com 
mlttee of the CP In Vashingtonj L. C« 
l^e bruary 1, 29*^^ U. 






venue j Bronx, 

during 1950 that the SOBELL family had resided 
at this address from about 


December 






NY>T^ advised 

IRMA (WIDGE) NEWMAN was a memoer of fhe American 
Youth for Democracy (AYD) vhlle attending New 
York Uhlverslty In New York City. tC ^ ^ 

The AYD has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 






r 
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/ KY T-6 advised on April 27# 19^^# that AAR(»' 

/ h KATZ was a member of the CP for six years and had 
/ been transferred Into the Waterfront Section of 
/ the CP on December 23# 1943- According to NY T-6, 
/ KATZ In 19 ^ held CP membership book number 31250. 


E. STAFF OP NEW YORK CCmETTEE 







t 


ft 
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NY T-12 advised on the Indicated dates that 
the bank balance of the “Sobell Committee*' on the 
Indicated dates were as follows ; tc 


Pate of Balance 

Balance 

Date Advised 

January 87» I960 

$ 457.29 

January 27, I960 

February 25» 1960 

1,042.14 

February 25# I960 

March 28, i960 

163.41 

March 28, i960 

April 26, i960 

253.54 

April 26, i960 

May 26, i960 

412.45 

Hay 26, i960 

June 27, i960 

489.14 

June 27, i960 


The Information furnished by NY T-121B not 
to be made public except In the usual proceedings follow- 
ing the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 
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NY T -13 advised during late Januaiy » 
that ROSE SOBELL discussed the activities of the Sobell 
Co^t^es with CLARENCE and HELEN GUREWITZ In Washing- 
ton, D.C. According to NY T-13, ROSE SOBE^ eald ttet 
"we^' have been trying to reach Senators and CongreMmen 
concerning the c«e, and she added that no one was willing 
to do an^hlng other than be sympathetic. 
advised that ROSE SOBELL expressed the 
was a lack of activity In Hew York City and people did 
not want to do anything. lA , T 
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NY T-14 advised on October lOj 1953 » that 
CLAHENCE and HELEII GUREWITZ were CP members as 
of October 8, 1953* ^ 
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NY T-15 advised on May 25j 19^0, that a 
public meeting of the CSJMS was held on May 24, I960, 
at the Community Church of New York, 40 East 35th 
Street, New York City, and that approximately 350 to 
400 people attended. NY T-15 advised that the following 
agenda was followed: 

1. WILLIAM KUNSTLER, Professor of Law, New 

York Law School, gave a history of the ROSENBERG- 
SOEELL case • Lt 

2. DVaGHT MACDONALD, an author, lectured on 
the fact that the sentence was excessive. 

3. CONRAD LYNN, an attorney, spoke on the 
Injustice of the case end the fact that it was a violation 
of civil rights. tyC- 

4. HELEN SOBELL spoke on the innocence of her 

husband. 

5. NORMAN THOMAS made a plea for amnesty for 
all "political prisoners". 

6. Congressman RANDALL S. HARMON said that he 
felt SOBELL was incorrectly tried and sentenced, 

7. HOWARD RADEST, a ndnister, made a plea for 
funds to support the work of the Committee, 

NY T-15 advised that It was announced that 
$960.00 was received, (/v^ — 
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NY T-16 and NY T -17 also furnished substantially 
the same Information concerning this meeting held on 
May 24 , i960. U. 


u . 
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K> PUBLICITY 


"The Worker" Is an East Coast weekly 
Communist newspaper. LL 

A characterization of the "Katlonal 
Guardian*’ and "Jewish Currents" may he found 
in the Appendix section hereto. (A. 

On page l4. column 1, of the Pehruary 7# 19^0, 
Issue of "The Worker" Is a news article entitled^ 

"15 Israel Kotables Urge Freedom For Sohell"^ vdilch 
reports that a group of citizens of Israel had sent 
an appeal to the President of the United States urging 
freedom for MORTON SOBELL. U. 

On page 21 of the March, i 960 . Issue of 
"Jewish Currents" Is an article which reports that 15 
prominent Israeli citizens had sent a letter to the 
President of the United States urging clemency for 
SQHEXiL • 1/^ 

On page 11. column 2, of the April 3. I960, 
issue of "The Worker" is a news article entitled, 

"An Innocent Man Still Jailed After 10 Years", which 
article quotes at length a letter by Mrs, MORPC^ SOBSLL 
— ^ to a newspaper In which she states that the USSR did 
not need to enqploy her husband as an espionage agent 
and that her husband was a victim of perjury and 
hysteria, 
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On page 22 of the May I6, 1960j Issue of the 
“National Guardian** Is a news story entitled, “May 24 
in New York - Panel to Discuss the Sohell Case", which 
story reports a plainned meeting to be held May 24, i960, 
at the Community Church of New York City to discuss the 
SOHELL case* 

On page 10 of the May 23, I960, issue of the 
"National Guardian" is a news story entitled, "New York 
Rally May 24-3 Congressmen Ask Clemency for Sobell", 
which reports that a meeting in bahaJ^f of SOBELL would 
be held May 24, i960, in New York City, and that support 
for SOBELL was promised by Representatives RANDALL S. 
HARMON (Democrat-Indiana), WILLIAM H. MEYER (Democrat- 
Vermontj and JOHN BLATNICK (Democrat -Minnesota)* LA^ 

On page 10 of the June 6, i960, issue of the 
"National Guardian" is a box announcement entitled, 

"Lob Angeles", which reports a big meeting to be held 
June 17, i960. In Los Angeles, Calif ornle, under the 
auspices of the Los Angeles Sobell Committee* 

Advertisements for or news articles mention- 
ing sympathetically the work of the Sobell Committee 
or - Morton Sobell appeaired in the following issues of 
the "National Guardian"! 

page 11 of the January 18, i960 issue, 
pages 2 and 9 of the January 25, I960 issue, 
page 11 of the February 1, 1960 issue, 
pages 3 and 11 of the March 7, I960 issue, 

/ page 11 of the March 21, i960 issue, 

page 3 of the April 11, i960 issue, and 
page.3 of':the May 23, I960 issue* 


18 


t) 


% 


NY 100-107111 



I3VIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States, 
for the period January 1, 1959# to January 1, I960". 
This release, which contains quotes from prominent Indi- 
viduals, the clergy, may be quoted in part as follows: 

" Summary of Reasons for Executive Action 

"The many people lAo have been appealing In 
Morton Sobell^s behalf have given varied reasons for 
their actions. They Include the following facts: 

/' "1. The trial was held in the midst of the 

— tension of the Korean War. Not only did It take place 
when McCarthylsm was at Its height, but one of the 
prosecutors was Roy Cohn, who rose to become McCarthy* a 
aid partly as a result of the notoriety he received In 
this trial. 
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•*2. The United ^ates Supreme Court has never 
reviewed the case or passed upon the merits of the trial 
below. 

**3. Morton Sobell was not accused of atomio 

espionage. 


j 


”4. Judge Jerome Frank of the U» S. Court of 
Appeals stated that Morton Sobell should have had a 
new trial because his case should have been separated 
from the atomio espionage conspiracy accusations against 
the Rosenbergs. 


"5* Only one wlbiess gave any testimony con- 
necting Morton Sobell with the conspiracy to commit 
espionage charge. 

"6. This witness. Max Elltchcr, was tainted. 

He admitted on the witness stand that he had been guilty 
of perjury on another matter^ that the FBI knew about 
his perjury, and that he tea testifying in hopes ^at he 
would not be prosecuted, fie never was. His was accon^llce 
testimony, generally regarded as weak or suspect. 

”7« Elitcher* 8 testimony was uncorroborated. 

It was replete with contradict ions. Inconsistencies, and 
implausibilltles • 


The credibility of the witness against 
Sobell has never been examined by a higher court* 

^ **9* Ko specific ©vert acts were listed against 

Sobell in the indictment. 

”10. It was not claimed in the trisil that 
Sobell ever gave or received any classified Information* 
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**11 • The Appeals Court at one point alluded 
to the * wholly reprehensible* conduct of the prosecution, 
and indicated that a new trial would have been Justified 
had the defense objected in time, 

"12. The kidnapping of Morton Sobell and his 
family from Mexico by the prosecution resulted in preju- 
dicial stories in the press, and was used by the prose- 
cution to prejudice the atmosphere at the trial. 

"13. The hysteria of the time placed an undue 
burden on Morton Sobell and his attorneys. It was 
impossible for the attorneys to learn what Morton Sobell 
was accused of doing in order to prepare a defense. 

At the trial Itself, the attorneys were faced with the 
choice of putting Morton Sobell on the stauid in an inflamed 
atmosphere, or resting on his plea of Innocence according 
to Constitutional guarantees. The fact that to this day 
presecutor Boy Cohn holds that not taking the stand Indi- 
cated Sobell *8 guilt is evidence of how the rightful 
use of Constitutional guarantees can be misinterpreted 
in moments of extreme tension. 

"14. The SO-year sentence against Sobell 18 
far out of proportion. Even persons accused of treason 
in wartime, acting on behalf of enemy powers, have been 
accorded far less severe eentences. 

"15« The Judge based his harsh sentencing 
policy on the premise that Hussla obtained the atomic 
bomb because of espionage. Today scientists, even 
conceding some help through espionage, say this was a 
distorted and harmful Illusion that prevented our 
country from having a true picture of Russia's scientific 
capabilities. Morton Sobell, although not even accused 
of atomic esploneige, was victimized by the attitudes of 
the time. Today, the atmosphere has changed, yet he 
remaiins a prisoner of that era. 
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"16 • Law Journals which have studied the case 
have Indicated that Sobell did not receive Justice. 

No law review has held that Sobell <b sentence was Just. 

"17. Many authorities who have studied the 
case are convinced not only that the trlsil or sentence 
were unfair^ but that Morton Sobell is an innocent man^ 
as he maintains. 

"l 8 . When so many individuals and publications 
in our country raise basic questions about such an 
important case, these voices must be respected. Bie 
fact that such widespread doubt has been raised is in 
itself an urgent argument for Morton Sobell *s release 
through Executive action. It is our tradition that where 
there are doubts, such questions must be resolved to the 
benefit of the individual, not the prosecution. 

Acting positively in this case would helj> 
to rectify wrongs done in the McCarthy era, and be a 
strong re -affirmation to the world of our country *8 
dedication to the high ideas of Justice, honor and 
con^>a 8 sion. 

•^Conclusion 

"Mr. Pi^sldent, vre urge with all our hearts 
that you give this case a personal examination. We urge 
that you please listen to the voice of educators, 
clergymen, writers, and editors representing the American 
people. Whatever arguments there may be regarding the 
^innocence or guilt of Morton Sobell, the fairness or 
unfairness of the trial, there can be no moral Justifi- 
cation for the 3 ^-year sentence lo^posed upon him on the 
flimsy testimony presented. The only basis for such a 
sentence was the passion of the time in which he was 
tried. Certainly he and his family have suffered more 
than enough. Certainly our country has the greatness to 
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APPENDIX 


••JEWISH CURRENTS” 

Formerly knoinn as *' Jewish Life” 

"JevrfLsh Life" for October, 1957# announced that 
after the October issue, eind with the next issue to be 
published in January, 1958# the magazine was changing 
its name of "Jewish Currents," because of the claim to 
the name "Jewish Life” by the magazine "Orthodox Jewish 
Life." 

The April, 1959# issue reported that "Jewish 
Currents" is published by Jewish Currents, Inc., Boom 
601, 22 East 17th Street, New York City. 

Concerning "Jewish Life," the Guide to Sub- 
versive Organizations and Publications, dated January 2, 
1957# and prepared by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
stated: 


"(1) Cited as a Communist front which first 
appeared in November, 19^# as a monthly 
published by the Morning Preihelt 
Association, publishers of the Yiddish 

Communist daily, •Morning Preihelt* 

The first issue contained this euinounce- 
ment of policy: •Jewish Life dedicates 
Itself to strengthening the friendship 
of the Jewish people with the Soviet 
Union* •••« • 

"(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, ‘Trial by Treason: The National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the 
Rosenberg 8 and Morton Sobell, • August 

25. 1956, p.93.)" 
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APPaiDDC ^ 


NATIONAL GUARDIAN 

The "Guide to Subversive Orgamlzatlons and 
Publications," revised and published as of January 2> 
1957# prepared and released by the Committee on Uh- 
American Activities, United States House of Repre- 
sentatives, V/ashingtnn, contains the following 

concerning the "National Guardian": 

"National Guardian 

"1. lEstabllshed by the American Labor Party 
in 1947 as a ’* progressive" weekly, * ♦ ♦ 
Although It denies having any affilia- 
tion with the Communist Party, It has 
manifested Itself from the beginning 
as a virtual official propaganda arm 
of Soviet Russia# • 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, ‘Trial by Treason: The National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the 
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell, • August 
25 . 1956> P. 12)" 
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UNITED STATES DEPAKTMENT OF 10STIGB 
FEDERAL* BDHEA.TJ OF INYESTIGATIOR 

New York, New York 
July 26, 1960 


Title Committee To Secure Justice 

For Morton Sobell 


Character Internal Security - C 

Internal Security Act of 1950 


Reference 


Report of Snfir.laT tormt. 

<^teci 

anc^aptionea as above at 
New York. Anc- 


All sources (except any listed below) used In 
referenced communication have furnished reliable Infor*' 
matlon in the past* 


% NY T-13 and ^NY T-18 are_ln a position to 
furnish reliable Information. 





This document contains neither recommendations nor con- 
clusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and 
Is loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not - 
to be distributed outside your agency* . 
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ROSENBSRG/SOBFXL COJ^ITTEF. 


SERIAL V/Q3 WITH one Cop y DATE 7 ’ 2-6 ■ fcO 

CONSISTING OF 3? PAGES OF ujHICH 

'* art 

^ exempt from disclosure, in Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
information vhlch would disclose an tntellig*»ncp 
source. This s erial b ears the Classification 
Officers number^^^^ 

(b)(7)(D) I (information contained In 
this serial would Identify an informant to 
whom an expressed promise of conf id^^ntiality ; 

has bern given. This information Includes 
dates and places of meetings which were - ^ 
attended by a limited number of people Icnown 
to the Informant and/or information from these “ " 

meetings and situations in which an Informant 
was in close contact with members of these “ ? 

organizations, disclosiu'e of which would reveal 
his identity. . ; _ 
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Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed, and **T” syiubols were utilized in the report only In 
those Instances idiere the identities of the sources must be 
concealed. 

This report is classified eonfid^Kial because data 
reported from LA T-1, LA T-3 through LA T-5, LA T-7 and LAJT-lf* 
^through LA T-23 could reasonably result in identification of 
confidential informants of continuing value and compromise the 
effectiveness thereof. 
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LEADS 

LOS ArnSLES 

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIPO^IA , Will follow and report the 
activities" or the Los Angeles febell Cooznlttee* 

One copy of this report and one copy of the letterhead 
©enorandxjin are being furnished to Chicago^ San Diego and 
San Francisco for their infortnation since It has been established 
there is a close alliance between the Los Angeles Sobell Committee 
and the Sobell Committees of those areas. 

Copies have also been designated for FIO« Los Angeles; 
Region II, Pasadena; and OSI, District l8, Maywood, for the 
information of those agencies. 

INFORMANTS 


Identity of Source Location 



-C- 


COVER PAGE 







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy lot 1 . PIO, los Angeles (REGISTERED) 

2 - Region Pasadena (REGISTERED) 

_ - OSI. District 18 , Maywood (REGISTERED) « ,44. 

Ropoftof: otkoi Angeles, Californk. 

jun^Bso 


FioM Of fie* Fiio ft ^os Angeles 100~4l648 

^ C0r4MITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 


Bwraou FlU ft 


100-387835 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 

SyttofMisi 7/12/60 the headquarters of the Angeles Sobell 

Committee (LASC) were located at Suite 3* ^82 North Western 
Avenue, Los Angeles. LASC composed of five chapters - 

Los Angeles Ai*ea; Long Beach-Sa^ Pedro . : West JI os Ange j^ es; 

Valiev: and A1 1 ad ena- Pasadena. 







camp^g n is ciergy ^^peaX to TresiaenT; nx^iiij^flOwEirTor 
elreeutlve clemency for SOBELL. Subversive f 

indicated through connections with Communist Party and Socialist 
Workers Party. U. _ ^ jbi. 
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DgTAII^ ! For the purpose of brevity, the Los Angeles Sobell 

Committee will be hereinafter referred to as the LA3C 
and the Cocnmlttee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell as the 
CSJMS. 

l!he Communist Party (CP), United States of America, and 
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) have been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


1. HEADQUARTERS 



• 2 - 
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# 


lA T-.1 (5 A/So) 



IRMA (WIDOB) NEWMAK vas a member of the American Youth 
for Democracy (AYD) while attending New York Universilgr^ 
New York C^ty. 


The AYD has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Bxecutlve Order 10450. 
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lA t-6 (5/12/54) 

Saaetlme during the early 1950s, HELEN BIAIH was 
Executive Secretary of the Hollywood Arts, Sciences, 
and Frofesslons Council (see Appendix), t x 
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E^TELYN BTJRKETT 
lA T-8 (11/29/50) 


As of November 29/ 1950, EVELYN BURKETT was the 
Executive Secretary of the Music Division of the 
Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council 
(see Appendix). L>L^ 



ALICE HAC-GERTY was assigned as a member to the 40th 
A*D. Branch, Los Angeles County CP, during 1944. 



EDYTHE MARGOLIS, nee COHEN 


lA T-IC 


tr?j> 


EDYTHE COHEN was a member of the CP in the Chicago, 
Illinois, area in 1939- j> 



# t) 

lA loo-^ieua 



Afi of Jxxly JI-960, JANET GOLDSTEIN was a member of the 
Los Armeies Local* • SWP. c-u. r, . ^ 


The SWP has been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

V, MEMBERSHIP 


U\ 



X. fTOLiciry 


LA T-16 (10/30/59) 

— informant ©ade available a printed, undated form letter 

entitled "Appeal to the President on Behalf of MORTON SOBELL.” 
This letter contained the names of 282 clergymen sponsoring the 
appeal, and among this list were ifO clergymen In the Los Angeles, 
California, area, 
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APFENDIX 


BAY AREA COUNCIL OF SORKLL COMMITTEES, 
aJca Northern California Council of 
Sobell Committees 


A confidential source advised! _____ 

the Bay Area Council of Sobell Committees ^BACSCl was ror 
October 17* 1955* In San Francisco, California, as the local 
affiliate of the National Sobell Ccaamittee, to carry out the 
policies of the Nationeil Comnittee to obtain the freedom of 
MORTON SOBELL. (oH D 


that 

on 


' On November 25, 1959*"* a second confidential source 
adviced that the BACSC, also referred to as the Northern 
California Council of Sobell Cc«amlttees, is one and the same, 
and their headquarters is located at 345 Franklin Street, 

San Francisco, California, and is continuing to function and ' 
*^plan futiire Sobell affairs. - 

Jis* f 
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APPEKDIX 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 

A source advised on May 4, i960, that the Los 
Angeles Sobell Committee la the Los Angeles, Califomla, 
affiliate of captioned organization. 2 

"Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and 
JULIUS ROSENBERG in June, 1953/ the ‘Communist campaign 
assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered 
upon MORTON SOBELL,* the ROSENBERGs* codefendant. The 
National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case - 
communist front which had been conducting the campaign In 
the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference In Chicago In 
October, 1953# and *then as the National Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell In the Rosenberg case*...." 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957/ Issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 1954, the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature 
Issued by the Committee. In March, 1955/ the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first 
appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. 

The 1959-1960 Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell" as being located at 940 Broadway, New York, New York. 
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APPENDIX 


SOUTHERN CAIIPORNIA CHAPTER OP 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE ARTS, 
SCIENCES AND PROFESSIONS, aka., 
Hollywood Arte, Sciences and 

Professions Council 


.4^il|P^sr 


The ''Guide to Subversive Organizations" (revised 
January 1957) page 132, stated this organization is cited • 
as "one of the ma^or Cominunlst dominated propaganda media on 
the Pacific Coast" (California Committee on Un-American ^ 
Actlvltiea, Report, 1955i pages 392 and 393). 


Jin informant advised! 
Los Angeles Chapter was dissol'^ 


at the 


The Rational Council of Arts, Sciences and Pro- 
fess ions has been cited as a "Communist front" by the United 
States Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report nximber 195^ j dated April 26, 1950* 
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This report Is classified confidential because data 
reported from LA T«l, lA T-3 through LA T-5 j LA T-7 and IiA T-11 . 
i^bhrough lA T-23 could reasonably result in Identification of 
confidential Informants of continuing value and compromise the 
effectiveness thereof. ~ ; 
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2 - Region II, Pasadena (REGISTERED) 

1 > OSI, District 18, Maywood (REGISTERED) ^ ^ 

Report of: Ofieo. Los Angeles, Callfondp 
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Field Office File «i jj^s Angoles 100-4l648 Burcou File ft 100-387835 


^ COr-lMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 


INTERNAL SECURITy - C; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 

— As of 7A2/6O the headquarters of the Icb Angeles ^bell 
Conmiittee (IJ^) were located at Suite 3, 462 North Western 
Avenue, Los Angeles* LA3C cc^posed of five chapters — 

Los Angeles Area; long Beach-San 
yflii py; And Altadena- Pasadena, 
nther off 




„ ' J b clergy appear~to President EISENHOWER for 
^cutlve'ciSenoy for SOBELL. Subversive „ . , , 

Indicated thro\i^ connections with Communist Party and Socialist 

Workers Party. _ y io\ 

-P»- 




/ ' 


ALL nrFCRVAnOfi COUrAIHED 


Hr?xii: IS wzLASBirm} 
EICIPX FjHITaS SHOWS 
aiEn^is^ . 



yoor aacBcy; It and lU coBtant* or* not to be dietrlbntod oetetde yoor agency. 


lA aoo-4l648 





lA 100-416^ 


DgTAILS t For the pui^se of brevity, the los Angeles Sobell 

Committee will be hereinafter referred to as the IA3C 
and the Ccxnmlttee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell aa the 
CSJMS. UC- 

The Communist Party (CP), United States of America, and 
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) have been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. /V 


I. HEADQUARTERS 




LA T-2 (1/12/55) ‘ - 

. ,, 

IRMA (WIDGE) KE^fMAN was a meniber of the American Youth 
for Democracy (AYD) while attending New York ttilversity. 
New York Ctty, li 

©le AYD has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the TMited States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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HEI^ JOSEPHINE BLAIR 
LA T>6 (5/1^/5A1 


Sometime during the early I^Ob, 

Executive Secretary of the HollywoM Sciences, 

arid Professions Council (see Appendix;. 



lA 100-41648 



EVELYN BURKETT 



As of November 29 , 1950# EVELYN BURKETT was the 
Executive Secretary of the Music Division of the 
Hollywood ArtSj Sciences, awi Professions Council 
(see Api>endlx ) . 



ALICE HAGGERTY was assigned as a member to the 40thx- ^ 
A.D. Branch, Los Angeles County CP, during 19^.^ 







LA 100-41648 





j Inforroant made available a printed, undated f omi letter 

entitled •'Appeal to the President on Behalf of MORTON SOKLL." 

^ This letter contained the names of 282 clergymen sponsoring the 
appeal, and among this list wer^40 clergymen in the Los Angeles, 
California, area* r 
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APPENDIX 

BAY AREA COUNCIL OF SOBELL COMMITTEES, 
aka Northern California Council of 
Sobell Committees 




A confidential source advised 
the Bay Area Council of Sobell Committees (BA 
October 17# 1955# In San Francisco# California, as the local 
affiliate of the National Sobell Counlttee# to carry out the 
policies of the N^lonal Committee to obtain the freedom of 
MORTON SOBELL. 4flO 

Cn November '25# 1959# a second confidential source 
advised that the BACSC# also refer3?ed to as the Northern 
California Council of Sobell Committees# is one and the same 
and their headquarters Is located at 345 Franklin Street, 

San Francisco# California# and Is continuing to function and 
plan future Sobell affaire. 
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APPENDIX 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 


A source advised on May 4, I96O/ that the Los 
Angeles Sobeil Committee is the Los AngeleSj California, 
affiliate of captioned organization. 

’’Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and 
JULIUS ROSENBERG In June, 1953> the •Communist campaign 
assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered 
upon MORTON SOBELL, • the ROSENBERG 8 * codefendant . The 
National Committee to Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case - 
communist front which had been conducting the campaign In 
the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg -Sobeil Committee at a conference In Chicago in 
October, 1953» and *then as the National Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobeil in the Rosenberg case*...." 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957# issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 1954, the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobeil" appeared on literature 
Issued by the Committee. In March, 1955# the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobeil," first 
appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. 

The 1959-1960 Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobeil" as being located at 940 Broadway, New York, New York. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER OF 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE ARTS, 
SCIENCES AND PROFESSIONS, aka., 
Hollywood Arts, Sciences and 

Professions Cotmcll 





Wit* 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations*' (revised 
January 2, 1957) page 132, stated this organization Is cited - 
as "one of the malor Communist dominated propaganda media on 
the Pacific Coast" (California Committee on Un-American ^ 
Activities, Report, 1955, pages 392 and 393) • 

- ibi informant advise G^Q^HI||immmLthat_th^ * 
Los Angeles Chapter was dissolve^onjanuary 3< i§56- mp 

The National Council of Arts, Sciences and Pro- 
fessions has been cited as a ‘‘Communist front" by the United 
States Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report number 195^# dated April 26, 1950- 
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UNITED STATES GO\'J/^^ENT 


Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-387835) 


FRc* : ■ SAC, LOS. ANGELES (100-416^) 


subject:- COIWITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
IS - C 

00: New Fork 


Re New Forlc alrtel to Director, dated 7/7/60. 



2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) 

1 - Boston ( 100-27290 )(cSjriS){ REGISTERED) 
1 - Chicago ( 100 - 25530 ) (cSJMS)(REGI?TEREi:i 
1 « Detroit ( 100 - - UCSJMS) (registered 


1 - Milwaukee (100-11982)(CSJMS)( REGISTERED) 

1 -Minneapolis (100-8894 )(cSJMS)(REGISTERED) 
1 - New Haven (100- 


I (CSJMS) (REGISTERED) 


Ci.'' New York (100-107111 )(CSJKS)( REGISTERED). -- 
1 - Portland ( 100-9004) (CSJMS) (REGISTERED) | 

1 -fean Francisco (100-35117) (CSJMS) (REGIST 


San Francisco (100-35117) (CSJMS) (REGIST: 




1 -ISeattle ( 100-22197) (CSJMS) (REGISTERED) 

1 - Vashlngton Field (100-25474) (CSJMS) (REGISTERED) 


1 - Los Angeles 
LDJrBIE g-),Y 


( 14 ) 


'^Ui 










TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-387835) 

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (l00-4l648) 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBSLL 
IS-C 


00: NEW YORK 


Re Los Angeles letter to Director 7/27/60 




letterhead memorandum regarding NEWMAN’S travel In Canada 
Is in preparation. 




This information is set out for vjhatever action the 
interested offices deem advisable. i 
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to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
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I OFFICE OF ORIGIN j 

1 Date 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

SAN DIEGO. 

1 NEW YORK , 

7A9/^ 

7/1'- - 25/50 


fLE OF CASE 


COH'tlfcE TO SECTBJE JUSTICE 
FOR M(flTON SOBELL 


Report of SA 4 
San Diego. 



INIErlNAL .SEjITc! 
INTERNAL sEora: 


1 / 12/60 at 




^ P* - 


LEADS 


LOS ANGELES ( INFORMA? ION) 

One copy of instant report is telng f'jrnihhed to 
Los Angeles for information. 

SAN DIEg-Q DIVISION 


Will continue tc fellow and report the a?tivlties of 
the San Diego Sobell Coirimittee v;hio;h is an affiliate cf the 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Set ell. 


ir:?OHKANTS ; 


Identify of Source 


Fils Lccar-d 
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? - CIC, 115 th Detachment, San Di^g: i ^ ^ 

(REGISTERED) J ' ' ' 

New York (IOO-IO 7 III) (REGISTHHED-)' 

1 - Los Angeles (IOO-A 1648 ) (I'NPO) (REGISTERElO 
— ■2--~San -D±eipo~(-100=S380')~ 
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spoked from SD T-1, SB T-2, SB T-Si- SB 
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nfomants of continuing value and coapronise 
hereof. 


au.d SB 1-5 
cation cf c 
the effect 
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. estates DEPART^*.ENT OF 

IdERAL bureau of INV'ESTIGATION^^ 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Dote; 
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Ilth Kaval District, Sar. Dlecc (REGISTERED) i 
, 115th Detachment-, San Diego ThEGISTEHED) ] 
, Ea:r.voc-c (REGISTERED) * ’ 


I - DIO 
I - CIC 
1 - OSI 

y-YC/ 


Office: San Diego 


Field Office FiU 1; SSn DiCgO 100-93^^ Bureow File *; lLC0-3i57835 

- Title: COKiaTTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTOK SCHELL 


CKarectei; 


IITTEIUJAL SECURITY • C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


Syftopiii: kILTON henry LESSNER is Chairman of the San Diego Sobell 
ComitiBe (SDSC) , the San Diego, California, affiliate of the 
‘ Committee to Secure Justice for MORTON SOBELL. Various members 
of the San Diego Branch, Socialist Workers Party (SDB-SWP) , and 
members of the San Diego County Communist Party, (SDCCP) 
attended a dinner snonsored by the SDSC in March, 39-0^ 




- P* - 


bf 


DETAILS; 


SD T“1 and SD T-2 advised on December l6, 1959, that 
the San Diego Sobell Committee is the San Diego, Callfcmla, 
affiliate of the Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell. 



SD T-1 and SD T-2 advised on December l6, 1959, that 
effective as of that date, DONALD ZIELINSKI v;as an unofficial 
member of the San Diego Branch of the Socialist Workers Party, 
(SDB-'^^P), as a security precaution, but that he had full 
rights and privileges of membership. 


The Socialist Workers Party (SWP) has been designated 

Thl» document contain* neither recommendation* nor concl'uvtons o^ lb. FBI. ll 1* lb<» properly o( the FBJ ond 1* loaned to 
your oQency: It ond lie content* ore not to be dl*t/ibu (^^ou e your o^eney. 
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The Communist Tarv'j, JSA 
by the Attorney General of the Uni 
provisions of Executive Order lO^p 


SD T-2 advised on Jvily 1 
LESSl^ER continues to be chalritan c 
California^ affiliate of the Ccr/crd. 
Morton Sobell . 


SD T-^ advised cn Dec^ezab 
that date, MILTOM HEDHY LESSh'EK v^^a 
County Communist Party (SDCC?) ar.d 
of the SDCCP. 


SD T-5 on Marcn 10, mgde 

brochure which announced "W-intad 100 peep 
in the Morton Sobell Dinner to be held at 
San Diego, March 18, i960 The a.n,rr. 

stated that part of the evening’s pre^grar 
showing of a "Sound Interview v/ith 

annouTyement further stated that "Lord 3-:- 
Authorf and Martin Buber - Prof. Erireritu.^, 


abj.r a p 
■oartl cl 
Dr.-fn P 
n'.t font 


Pi-esldfent Elsenhower to grant clemenr-y . ” 









\ . SD T-3 advised on Mar^'^h 2’2,. 19^0, that cr: 
of March l8^ 1960] a dlnner'-.'.r.eetlng spar*3cr^d hy the 
was held at the CUP 'Hall or. horth Av-rr;-, Si- Diep^';. 
filmed interviews with HELEN SC3 ELj^ 'rer-e shc-wr., 
was chaired by MILTON LSSSiJEH and AHlliUH STE'vTNS Taad 
collection speech, LESSNEH anr.conced that the 




SD T-4 advised on September i 
as of that date ARTHUR SiSVENS was er. inac 
SDCCP. 


SD T-4 advised on March 2&, i960 
1960^ an SDSC dinner party was held at the 
Diego, for the purpose of 
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APFS^IX 


KAI'IOKA:. CrrARDIAJ? CLtJB, 

Ssr. Dit'fc-:-, Callfomifi., Aka 
Ovarii an An2.el Club^ 
raticnal 0:;lrdlan Clt 2 b of 
Ssn Diego, Kational Guardian 
Keader^:- Or cut- 


A corLf ideritisl pource advised on Kay 10, I960, that 
in3^£nt organization v’a® lonzied cn November 19, 1955» t>y a 
group cf Cormunlst Party (CP) sympathizers and suspected CP 
members, to support the "National Guardian" by subscriptions 
derations, and program^ designed to arouse . Interest In the 
issues being favored by the "National Guardian", The club 
w’as inactive from June 17p 1936, until September 19p 19S3« 


rnis source and another source advised on May 10, 
1960, that the club va£, roactivated on September 19» 1956# 
by member', cf the Srcialist Werkers Party (SVfP) for re- 
cruiting purposes* Thsije scurees advised that the eluh la 
novr cojiip'letely dominated and controlled by the dan Diego 
Branch of the SWF. It5? sole activity consists In present- 
ing SWP selected speakers at meetings held under the 
auepices cf the club. 


The 1949 rec 
-JLner-lcan-Ac.tivi-tian- 


cf the California Corsmlttee on Ua- 
ic; J?Natlonal-Guardian*L-As -e-pub- 


lication launched in Kev York in 1946# aiming at national 
circulation, vhloh It found to be from Its Inception notoi^ 
Icusiy Stalinist In its staff, writers# managgmeat and con-: 
tent. (1949 report of th? California Senate Pact Pindli^ 
Committee cn Tki-Am?MC'an Activities, page 394) 


The msithesd of the "National Guardian", Issue of 
May 26, 1960, reflects that it is published weekly by Weekly 
Guardian Arssociate?, Incorporated, 197 East 4bh Street, 

New York City. 
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CO^™NIaY UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP 
' ( OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY) 

when the Communists wore expelled 
from the San Diego First Unitarian Church hy the 
pastor, PETER SAMSON, they set up a competitive 
organization, the Cornraunlty Unitarian Fellowship 
This was designed to operate as a »non~rellgious 
front organization The Communist group 

was refused recognition both by the San Diego 
Unitarian Church and by the American Unitarian 
Association, the parent body of Unitarian 
churches in America.** 

( Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Annual Report for 1955, H. R. 16ijB , January 17, 
1956, originally released January 11, 1956, p* 
26.) 
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FCH MOHTON SOBELL 
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All sources (except ary lintel or/Lo-) 'czi’d In rciferancod 
comniunl cation have furnished reliahlc inf Gr:.a}i.tior;, in the past. 


I This document contains neither re.cormr.datl ons nor 
ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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THE UHDtusiGNED *rc American citirens who believe 
that the acntence of Morton Sobel) should «w be com- 
muted. SobelJ wu convicted of coo&piiuig with others lo 

^GBpfiilU! AO J MXilW^ MSkd 

JMS^JK>4jac«3a>aMi] AjeM£«^ the lloded m! 

•»««««*« ah*. 1951 «o aenrc diirr)' jean ie 
Federal Prison. 

Morton Sobel) was tried with Julius and Ethel Rosen- 
- berg, who were consicied of espionage to connection with 

K/MTiti an/i a^ho were f^nimryii In ftnA 


toy ^ny with inwalveiBeiit ca the Momk espionage lor 
wtech the Rosenbeigs were convicted. This fact was con- 
finoed by die jud^ who tcntenced SobcH. 

Hm statement k not concerned wHh ihc Roseiiher/ 
conviction. The undersigned are and consistently have 
bees convinced anii-Communisis. None me asaociiifd 
«itb say atpnualioB. onaHwnrr nr group of say 4iud 
oonovned ottier wkh the caae of the Rosorbergs or that 
if Sobc31. Bor mrosy If ffae macniH^ 
way with Mortoo SobeH or any r ue tnfae n of hk fnarity. 
After study of the case, we believe that the following con- 
sideraiiom warrani a commutation of the very heavy sen- 


the very difTcreni character of the two charges and the 
evidence introduced to sttpport them respectively. 

4. Scbell has already served with good conduct, 

kc/»ar s Ljw Af 

Af Americas: wc me iaUy- »ac of the Chacae of 
oninmintun to our fmedmn and «m of Hfe. Any miaci 
on that freedom from without or within ntusi be resisted. 
Nevcrlhcles.s. one of the factors which makes that free- 
dom lo precious is its capacity to practice a disciplined 
_^Di hmaanr adioixustrjii^ of jasiicr precisely in those 


aoKauin objcctkc aboot the merits cf a specific case. %t'e 
fadieve a commutation of the SobsH seotcjioe wotAd dem- 
onstrate our national faith in that freedom. 


~Iorwhtch theTloseribcrgs were conviclcd.' 

2. The charges against Sobell, supported mainly by 
the testimony of one man. Mas Etiichcr, were that he had 
solicited infonnation. and had on one occasion taken 
damething which looked like a can of film to JuUus 
Rosenberg, No tpedhc item of information supposed to 
liave been secured by him or trammined by him to any- 
one else k specified in the record. The case against him, 
XbereJore, is vague in content and slender in proof. The 
possibility that a trip to Mexico which hr and hit family 
took should be construed at flight caimm be ignored, 
(hou/h it k lul^ect lo various interpretations. 

3. 'Wldher or awti fhr judge and prosccutioB made 
taSuuem eflotlt to provide a fair uiaL we ought to recag- 
aiiK that the emohomeunomding the trial of the Rotea- 
bergs and the fact that SobelPs case was tried with theirs 
ina^ it difflcult to separate the two cases and to recognize 


«VHAT you CAN pO . . . 

1 . MalcolfnT. ^>rj.VK>cil H'a. iinttrr* Drwir"* flV IHanthh 

Aevir* Tiew. n • *im pond poiiu o.' dcpxnufe. Nr » '« 

!•« piofokwff ai the I'Bivcr^. ot Chkapo. The (otTWord n h\ 
Di. HHmUl Urey. 

2. A ihrec papf «lirtcfnem hy l>t, f^nut tcWiknn « availstUr 
ij()Oei requeo. Thu i» ao enlarpement erf rhe remarik be made ai 
Cte AuemhJi on Ike Sohell uv. 

5. Other •otircei-. Oliver Pilw. <4mir> Spirs: iethri Wexley. 
Judfif/urni n/ Juhux iinJ Eihrl Awnhrrje.-/William Keuhen 7 iir 
^ifmr.Sry W«ox. Alw rclcr Id U. (rf Chicapr Ltm Arr»m .Sprint 
1T57. Vol. 24, No. S.p. SSk; Yaff Lnn Jt^rnal. Jm la.Nt. V«,l 
«7. Kc S, fi. S2t. B vew ItoWn. . tt'truei tVSu. Ved S. %*• 
Ap a-' 

4. Form PI prour of faculty and xfuilrni'- to talk thin throuph. 
aeekin); to biinp Ihc inlellipcncc. infurmalioR and conviciiotii of 
the prou^ to heat on thiv concrete ksue of iuintcc. 


tcpnnied at i public arrvkee bv 


The Committer to Secure Juittct lot Morion Sohell 
940 Bfcredway. K Y. C Ai 4998} 



flOTtS-’rhe foUoving comments on the Morton Sob<li cese i- Peu] L<ehmenn of the Herverd Oivi 
School ere beia& tent by the Intercollegian, student YMCA-YWCA publication, in responee to requee 
for more informetion about the trie) and imprisonment of Mr. Sobell. 


MORTON SOBELL: SYMBOL OF THE 
CHRISTLAIVS CONC£RJ>- FOR JUSTICE 


The Christian's concern (or justice is a 
basic response to what the God revealed to ua in 
Jesua Christ and described in the Bible is doing 
■ih .dhe sMoeld. iBMgss jo of the mat- ' 

ter more quickly than do concepts, and a careful 
reading of the Bible will disclose that the charac- 
teriatic images is terms of which the Bible de> 
scribe s what Cod is doing in the world are poliU* 
cal images. They ere political images in the 
fundamental senae of the word “political": for 
politics has to do with what it takes to make and 
to keep human life human. The Cod of the Bible 
is thus at work in the world “to deatroy and to 
overthrow, to build and to plant" (Jeremiah 
1: 10); "he has gathered the proud in the imagina- 
tion of their hearts, he has put down the mighty 
from their thrones, and exalted those of low de- 
gree" (buke 1:51-52); he chooses “what is low 
ssml sieapiaed so the wozlil, e^van ihis^gs tR* t are 
not. to bring to nothing things that are, so that 
no human being might boast in the presence of 
Cod" (1 Corinthians l;2fi-29). In this context, 
justice is the setting right of what is not right in 
the world, the breaking down of every barrier to 
the fulfillment of human wholeness and the mid(- 
ing room for what is genuinely human in the re- 
lations of men in their dealings with themselves 
and with one another. 


which lift th*. Sobell esse above de level of the 
processes whereby injustice can^e legally re- 


slressed. and transfer it to a level of symbolic 
.aignificaocr of ihe aanity, atahili^ and integritj 
ol the con.mon life in the United Stftes. It is 
this aymbolic significance which sharply juxta- 
poses the power of the state and the human sig- 
nificance of an individual citiren. J( is this sym- 
bolic significance which sharply poses the ques- 
tion whether any society can safely allow s seric 
malfeasance of justice to continue without redre- 
It IB this symbolic significance which sharply 
poaes the question whether Morton Sobell has noi 
in the last analysis been caught up by forces whi 
are ao vastly more powerful and ominous than h< 
or his deeds or misdeeds could possibly be, so 
that the humanistic foundations of justice in a 
aociely which has imprisoned hiin are at stake. 


B tu f tai wa* cuci v K- ’ts i d aad w emaun ad 

_is priaoB ka tbe aaikr tbr trial, ooovicXaBasa 

•aid awat e n cin g of luXias and Ethel Boaenherg 
(1951-53). Kis case has been called "the out- 
standing example of the aerioua lasting effects of 
the spy scare". The precepts and processes of 
justice are the right and proper instruments 

)f 


In a time of conformity, when non-conform- 
ity is a risk, stuaents and their campuses do no: 
need - above all things - the antidote of causes. 
What they need above all things is to remember 
that human creativity has always beer, high when 
men have kept sensitive to what was immedtatci;. 
around them and out of joint. Whether one comr 
to the conclusion that the Sobell case should be 
reviewed or not, that Mortor. Sobell should be 
pardoned by executive clemency or not, a serioL 
tarndy and -diec u eemn of ^e laauee and «he «iigai- 
_ facanoc tS 'Monxm Suib^’s ordeal tnay aerv. 
^ AX unforgeSahle unaer graduate expersance an 
what it takes to be and to stay a human being in 
■this kind of wrorld. 


Af hx$ ^^Kmr y^ Tl ity to 

Ikal as the artual axerciae at juvrice, tniTiisti 
aerieties aoa aafra^uea^y aubordxoaxe the et.a tww. » 
of iusbcc to the interaats of power, aad from 
tnac to tizn* ia the coarse of human siffaira tbc 
■deatructive impulses -aJitl tapaetties of men, t h a i i 
hatreds aad their fears, become compounded with 
irra t i o nal. <l«ep and srideapraad iaaacurity. ao 
gkat cbe «ary procedures aod atructtirea at >aa> 
giae h s-erstne <be iaatruawnta sif Cbe cpiacarriage 
aarpoMsoe. I aof *teaocarraage*‘ Ml becaaaa 4011 
fegaj pmeeases have aot been duly cxwrciaed 
aad the judgment of wdar and learned jurlata 
asked. But a "misca.rriege of jisatice" arises 
because the rules of legal evidence and the more 

d elicate, difficult and fundamental human evf- 

deace are at variance, if not i n coaflict. one 
-wtSTfVw cdKar. Tbs Tssin~^''^- 

doubr*, 'designed T6lt.eep VTieaTQiy'lcn»10d“be= 

tween the legal and the human evidence when the 
4{u«atiofi of justice or injustice is up, proves 
under conditions at public hysteria to be a slen- 
der reed upon which a society can rest its con- 
a ci aa ce and its paaca. 


. Sot sU men. Christians included. As Cod in 
Christ makas no coaditions for fergjvuag man 
their sxBf aad inciuding them is lelXo'wslup ■with 
Wun, ao Christians znSike no conditioxis tor ^eir 
-Obedient cimcern for all ooris and conditiooa of 
■siici. . Tb* Ch-riStisT, doc t i iu es -of the faicamatio: 
and Atonement mean nothing so mucb as that Go< 
arho is revealed in Christ is active and at work 
os -Ihr droatier a of soas 's humanity to enac. 
>h »d art TM aiid TWCA's hav* loct ahetr raal aa- 
-iBuae ioj: briag ■na Ire s ’tbes ore aieadily ra^saoi 
ao wbat Goc la 4dotiig «u ti^t frontier. Taws at 
-comes about that Morton Subell is the next-door 
neighbor of every campus YM and YWCA, who 
confronts them out of a great silence with the 
ijnertion of Xht integrity of their obedience to 
what Ood is doisf in~tbe woild7 


All this may be granted by noa-Christiaiis 
PS wwU as by Christians. Indeed, non-Chria- 
tisns have often been more sensitive to the 
-desvage between legal and human wvidence In 
matters of Justice than Christians have been, 
kicverfheleas, the authentic reaponac of Chris- 
tian faith to what Cod is doing In the world is 
nowhere more evident than in the persistent and 
restless aeosttivity to miocarriagee -td juatioe 
which cannot come to peace with itself until law 
baa once sgsin been restorad tsi tts aotheatic 
tfonctiosi as an ■mstTumerrt for the bumanirstton 
Of man in his relatsdness to man. 


Morton Sobell was sentenced to prison (or 
a thirty-yaar term in 1951. First In Lesven- 
worth and then In Alcatraa, symbol a of Amsri- 
can punitive powsr at Its worst. Sobell has been 
aarving his lenience amidst rising doubts in the 
body po li ti c of the Unitsd States ahout Che avi* 
Ammfm unon e*«eh he was actusUv convicted and 


of the issues and significance of the Sobell case 
are of course the trial record itself. This can 
be obtained from the Committee to Sec'ure Jus- 
tice for Morton Sobell at 940 Broadway, New 
York 10, New York. But this record is long anc 
tedious and perhaps not the moat rewarding way 
to begin to understand the case. For this purpo 
the book by Professor Malcolm T. Sharp, of the 
Faculty of Law at the University of Chicago, on- 
tiUed Was Justice Jione? . A'ew York, 19Sh, The 
Monthly Review Press, is the best point of de- 
parture. 1 could imagine grou^ss of faculty and 
atudents under the leadership ot the campus YM 
and YWCA spending a aeries oftevenings in fruit 
Inl diaciiasscoi Of Profea sor Shai'p's SmwA 
going oil from there as the discussion pointed ih. 
way. In some such way as this, mtcliigence. w. 
dormatioiv. and conviction could he brought to 
bear upon one concrete issue of justice in oor 
present society, and some glimpse be gained of 
what it means to live not in contormity, but in t>. 
freedom of a transforming fsiUi. 


Paul Lehmann 
Harvard Uivinity Sebool 
March. 1959 
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BY DEMOCRATS — The California Democratic Council^ hlld in 
FreAe^ Cal., and attended by some 3000 delegates representing f 30 
Congi^seional districts passed the following resolution unanimously: 
«Morton Sohell is serving his 10th year in prison. He has steadfastly 
pi*oclaimed his innocence throughout his imprisonment. Many eminent 
Americans and other world figures including jurists, scientists, 
clergymen have also expressed substantial doubt as to his guilt. 

There does exist the possibility of human error in matters of judgment 
vdien that judgment has been subjected to the political tensions of the 
day. The California Democratic Council has traditionally expressed 
concern for possible infringements upon justice and civil liberty. 

The California Democratic Council calls upon the President of the 
United States to review again the facts in the Sobell case and take 
necessary action to secure ultimate justice.” 

Washington meeting— A n important meeting on the Sobell case has 
been held in Washington, D.C., with appeals being made by Gerhard Van 
Arkel, noted Washington attorney, and naymond Wilson, executive 
secretary tf the Friends Committee on National Legislation. The 
WASHINGTON POST AND TIMES HERALD reported that messages of support 
were read from Representatives Randall S. Harmon (D-Ind), William 
H. Meyer (D-Vt), and John A. Blatnik (D-Minn). The WASHINGTON DAILY 
NEWS also carried a report of the meeting under the heading "Might 
Be Acquitted Now-*Sobell Conviction » Debatable * •” 

NOTABLES IN SPECIAL PLEA— A letter has been published in the 
NEW YORK TIMES (Feb .16) asking release of Morton Sobell and signed 
by Nathan Glaser, sociologist, Sidney Hook, professor at New York 
University, Irving Kristol, editor of the REPORTER magazine, and 
Dwight Macdonald of the NEW YORKER magazine. The signers take the 
position that even though they believe Sobell guilty, there was very 
little he was accused of doing and that his imprisonment should now 
be ended after 10 years. They also recommend release of David 
Greenglass and Harry Gold on the ground of excessive imprisonment. 

ISRAELIS ACT FOR SOBELL— Fifteen eminent persona in Israel 
have sent a letter to President Eisenhower joining in the appeal 
for Sobell »s freedom made by Lord Bertrand Russell of England and 
Dr. Martin Buber of Israel. Among those appealing are Dr. E. J. 

Jarus. Chairman %f the Israeli League for the Rights of Man, 

J. Gruhbaum, former Minister of the Interior of the Government of 
Isr^iel, and Anna Weizmann, Professor Emeritus of the Weizman 
Institute of Science and sister of Chaim Weizmann. j 

I ^ 

1 MINNESOTA EDITORIAL— An editorial in the WII^UR (Minn) TtilBUNE 
titled "Seek Release of Sobell” presents the Sobell case as a carry- 
over from the days of McCarthyism and asserts: "Surely if we want to 
forget this blot on the history of American freedom, freedom of speech 
and auch> if we admit that a lot of people lost their heads in those 
days and grievous mistakes were made, then we ought to try to correct 
one ef these mistakes in the case of Sobell.” 



MARQUIS CHILDS VmiTES ON SOBELL— In a column dealing with the 
effects of the McCarthy era, syndicated columnist Marquis Childs 
writing in the WASHINGTON POST AND TIMES HERALD and other newspapers 

E ^out the country cited the case of Morton Sobell as a subject 
needs re-examination# He wrote: ^^Undoubtedly^ the aUaoephere 
leaned and one evidence is a re-examination of conscieice# 
year the Portland OREGONIAN suggested in an editorial Ihet 
ay the public conscience might be sufficiently stirred! to 
mine whether Morton Sobell, now serving a 30-year sentence 
for conspiracy, was convicted of a crime or whether he was a^vlctim 
of the emotionalism surrounding the Rosenberg case* With the 
clearing atmosphere there is a growing realization that freedom 
is not something we periodically pat ourselves on the back about. 

It is a creative act to be constantly renewed.” 

CLERGYMEN APPEAL— The Palo Alto Ministerial Association in . 
California has sent the following communication to the Bay Area 
Council of Sobell Committees: ’‘Convinced that a request for clemency 
in the case of Morton Sobell is most certainly justified, we, the 
undersigned of the PALO ALTO MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION submit this 
letter to you. It is our hope that it will help in the efforts to 
release Mr. Sobell from prison and to provide for his reunion with 
his family.” 

In New York, the BAPTIST MINISTERS CONFERENCE passed a 
resolution urging Sobell* s release and has submitted it to 
President Eisenhower. 

There continues to be an increase in letters from individual 
clergymen, and many clergymen in various cities are circulating 
a special appeal already signed by some 700 clergymen. 

RADIO STATIONS AIR CASE — Helen Sobell has recently discussed 
her husband's case over two important programs in Washington, D.C. 
and in Philadelphia:. In Washington she was interviewed by Steve 
Allison over Station WWDC, and in Philadelphia a taped interview 
was made by Paul Parker of Station WIP. 

I. F. STONE URGES CLEMENCY-- Journalist I. F. Stone, in his 
weekly Washington newsletter of March 7, cites the recent public 
meeting in Washington as a "significant barometric indicator" of 
changing times. After reporting the meeting. Stone commented: 

"This August, Sobell will have been in prison ten years. The 
severity of his 30-year sentence contrasts with the vagueness 
of the offense with vihich he was charged, and the thinness of 
the threads linking him with the Rosenbergs. Had he been willing 
to testify against them, he might have escaped Indictment. Had 
(he been tried separately, it would have been difficult to convict 
Ihim. Executive clemency is long overdue." . 

PABDD CASALS BELIEVES SOBELL INNOCENT— Mrs. Morton sibell has 
received a letter in behalf of the renown musician Pablo Casals, 
written by his wife, Marta Casals. Writing that doctor's health 
restrictions make it impossible for him to attend a reception in 
honor of Morton Sobell, although he would like to accept, Mrs# 

Casals states: "Mr. Casals would like to transmit his best wishes 
to you and Mr. Sobell and his hopes that you may be successful in 
vour work to secure Justice for your husband, as he believes in 



CHURCH COUNCIL BULLETIN— The Dcember, 1959, Bulletin of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.’s Department 
ciTi^ligious Liberty has an important recommendation concernljvg 
t« Sobell case. It says concerning the book ”Was Justice D^e?" 
aid the efforts for clemency: ”If you have doubts, after eAmining 
Pfcf. Malcolm Sharp’s thoughtful end moderate book on Mortonl Sobell , 
ffreword by Dr. Harold C. Urey, you will probably be moved at least 
teS^wite to the White House seeking clemency. (Monthly Revie^v.. Press, 
$3 •‘50— can be obtained from the Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell, 940 Broadway, New York 10, 

MILWAUKEE CLERGY APPEAI/-J*Six Area Ministers, Rabbi, Join Sobell 
Clemency Plea” was the headline in the Milwaukee Sentinel of Sunday, 
March 13. Ihe clergymen have sent the following statement throughout 
the state of Wisconsin: ”We the undersigned, members of the clergy 
in Milwaukee, have reviewed the trial and sentence of ^torton Sobell, 
who was convicted of conspiracy to commit espionage in 1951 during 
the height of national hysteria. We firmly believe that regardless 
of arguments for innocence or guilt of Morton Sobell, there can be 
no justification for the 30-year sentence imposed upon him on the 
flimsy evidence presented. Additional evidence in recent years has 
cast further doubt on the entire case. Documentary material is 
enclosed indicating Morton Sobell ’s innocence. We are appealing 
to the President, asking long-overdue clemency, and urging you to 
do likewise. All Americans with a sense of justice and concern 
for right will want to see this blot wiped out from our nation’s 
history. It is still not too late to act in correcting one of the 
dark shadows hovering over American Jurisprudence. We agree with 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr and his co-signers who said ’Commutation of 
Sobell *8 sentence would demonstrate our national capacity for 
disciplined and humane administration of justice,’ thousands of 
other eminent Americans have added their voices to this appeal. 

Will you join them?” The plea was signed by Rev. Kenneth Smith, 

Rev. Raymond Ley, Rev. M.J. Battle, Rev. A.C. Pittman, Rev, John 
W. Cyrus, Rev. Lucius Walker, Jr., and Rabbi David S. Shapiro. 

UNITARIAN ARTICLE — Ihe February Issue of the Unitarian Register 
carries an article on the Morton Sobell case by the Reverend Samuel 
Wright of Marin, California. The article is a condensation of a 
sermon which he delivered. 
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was chaired by TUX XCSBlxa. 

Vho lAtreMhiocd Krc, OOQSXX. Xra* BOB£LL c&tc a long 
■j^och, going OTor the oonvletion of her hnaband and 
Stated that he ehouXd be free and that he iraa con- 
Tinted unjustly* the further vent onto state that 
on the evidence nbsltted^ the BOHlK^RGe ehould not 
hare been eleetrooutod • the appealed for fnnds to 
assist her and her husband in his fight for freedos. 

collection was 

mv 

"A greal^aBOuxit of llteratore vac set out 
aTiilable to those present regarding 1£ORTOK 80BSLL 
and his fight for freodoa.” 



jbrtrcse o&rs should bo usod In disGcainatlng tbs 
^ abOTo InfosTBSitloa to phraphraeo It so as cot to roveal the 
^ Identity of the Inforeast* 



•’Date of Report: 6-23-60 
Date of Meeting: 6-23-60 

Type of Meeting: To meet HELEN SOBELI* and heer her speak 

In behalf of her fight to free her husband from prison . 
(The JULIUS ROSENBERG - SOBHXL caBtj. 

Place of Meeting: Channlng Hall, The Unitarian Society 
8 i 43 Euclid Ave.* Cleveland, Ohio. 8:30 PM to 10:45 
Persons in attendance: About 60 present. 

(1) HELEN 30SELL Speaker 




34^288 Sub A-34-A 


(2) JEAN BOBINS^ 14712 Shaw Ave_ Cleveland introduced epeaker 


:£ve the * Fitch* 

for the collection that wan taken up. He started off 
by asking for ^lOO^fi- donations. There were none. Then 
he asked for $50^ (2 were given). Then he kept reducing 
the requested amount until he was down to accepting l2£. 
bills. Then he insisted that every individual give 
another 122. each 'for the punch that ESTHER made,* hci-if) 
said. He collected i3002£ ^ ' 


(4) ESTHg 




,v;-v — 













"Details of Meeting: JEAN BOBINS Introduced HELEN SOBELL 
and Mrs. SOBELL gave e brief description of the trial and 
the events of the last 10 years. She condemed the prosecu- 
tion miserably. Also the law j^nforceraent agents (she said 
•the government men or P.B.I. men') who Kidnaped her husband 
from Mexico. She olaims MORTON is Innoc^H^TTr^^y crime. 

She did aay that when In high school and college they did 
support a slightly left wing group but had never been com- 
wunists. A question period followed Mrs. SOBELL 's talk. 

A new firm of attorneys in New York 'DOKNSR^ ? k ? 
are preparing a new appeal for SOBELL.'* 



Extreme care should be used in disseminating the 
above information to paraphrase it so as not to reveal the 
Identity of the infonaant. 
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MUCf CLSmAlCD 



W3su^ omiJTTm 




CXG^elzn&, Qlilo 
July do, X0€0 


md 



*mJtK BOQSUEc a Xittl« atatii^ 

kz^ hoT krsbaod w &0 isusocant) tb&t ha had spent lo wears 
1& intX vhen he shKiIdn^t bates spent a slaotst that her 
hisrba&d had haea kldnappod frtso tfexicdj that as s2ioiiId 
not hneo bees tried vlth the sasssrEHnOfl} nnny trsll knovn 
pospXs sbo hid read tl^r case did zsot asree vith the 
oexEwletlon} that ebs sms uadertaklns a drive to eet 
KC^TOar otrt of emtodf bf ChriotzsaSi acd that a nesting 
venld be held in Vaablngton in Nov. lg'30 to trr to 
of foot his rsledtsst If tho ProsidcLt dbea not groat 
olcnsnsr to KOStKSr &(SSSLL» svorr slfort vUI be i^atds 
to have bln paroled. 
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flth the aboTe report, ! Bjforpjant fwjrntebed tfee 
liter&turei 

(I) f«J9rphlet« "Then Consolenee ff.Bisafc'?’' 

<fl) fsa^hJlrtt "The caee of l^ortor. 

O) Poirtlfi.! Il0t of ®l5:cerii in ClnxSir.rd area, of 
Appeal to the PresW^^nt on Pch-Mf of rsortrn 

(4) "El9Wolutl/7nf>" h 7 Clcrcle.?^'^- Corj*>lt<r in cf. 

Jnstfoo tor IJorton f obeli. 

(S> "AppCE^l to the PrO!St<?«»t on of Cortoni f.oball.” 

(6) “A Trori: to h-o Bi^htcJlV" hr CA^eiittee 

to B^curo .Tcistlea for Koxte;; Verh Clfcy. 

I KrtriiJs® care sho^ild be iit dlSGcsalnntlD.:? th^ 

above InlorjKiatlon to It eo r^n not to levcTLl th?r 

• Id-satlt/ of the InfoiTiant . 




100-107111 


FI1£ f 


ROSRNBSRG/SOBELL COHMXTTEK 

date f'3-Lo 


SERIAL 


CONSISTING OF 


PAGES 


is exempt from disclosure, in its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information vhich would disclose an intelligence 
source. This se rial bears the Classification 
Officers number 



100-107111 


FILE # 


SUBJECT 


ROSr.NBSRG/SOBELL COMMITTEE 


SERIAL 

CONSISTING OF 


_ DATE 

L- 


PAGE)I| 


is exempt from <31sclosrure, tn its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
Information which would disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Clesslf Icatlon 
Officers number 



Q/9/iO 


Turn T/xT 




TO I Dilator, ni (100-3B^^5^) 

FROM I SAC, Philodelptilft (JLdb-»37667) 


smJWTt cDLTiinTrr to jorrirs 

FOR VD*?rOKf fiOj'IXL} 

15 C 

4tet ' KeW Xcirls > . t . 


On 8/8/60, r?ii.*.Mji inf or- 

i&atlon In tho past, s^viL«d 9iUIo>3elpnta^'^t^ 

Sobell Cotardttco (PSC), local afrilUU. of r.ri Dixanication, 

B^onsorod a garden party tundaj", 6/7/<-0, at .^3? Crlci^rt Ho. C, 

Secanfi, Pa* Tho purpose or this vas to r:''n 5 r vu-. 

birthday of Uro* K05' nioUicr o: *.[ ir-rv? ;-. / ■ /.roroxi.-^tcly 

22 persona attenjed this fiffair* 

0. FiiAUTJIS, an offiot^r of th<? F'X, annc-imccd thnt 
plans v®rt» in the »oktn^ for a tECKQ vistt.atlon to r t.-vnlni:ton, ?*, c*, 
and tha'Wiibe Hoisa by deltf.fitlona irc^ vsrlrtie ,sv.nt.';a en Vphalf of 
KmrOH SOIviXU PHArrrJI^ oalrt tlwj r^r hoped to cr-i>v:i:x; 'trainlordf’ 
of p«»ople to p3rtlelp>ata In fits mnea d'iTo:T:itra'tlon; hcni^vttrt t]z:i 
gave no arJOitlonJ^.l d'^tailr rcp#crc!in,'j prc'-e-r /' /.r". ) '-.i ty* 

3 - Baroaii (lOO-3('78?5) (R=^) 

- Bew York (Info) (Hu) 

1 - Ifsshlnjrton Flo Id (Info) (Rv) 

3 • Philadelphia 
1 - ICO-37667 


JSJitsp 

(P) 


'0^'^ V / 




'. 4 ;- ^ ■' I'k;: /i 


ff" 



?H IDO-37667 


C I K A L 




Urso RtTP S.'? ’ .LI* Also tpoire y.t this 
^Mrty» la ir^r 6??ecii Bhe, too^ mde r^rcrt-m^! to thjr 
D# Tisit but rurtilahod no p«»rtlculr.r3* 

f Otj the date or contact^ t ini or -n!: ijrnCJ'i.eJ J: A’,' 

D# f HitiWCJlS AS « i»c-nib«r of a CcBs^anljrt Part? ocf r*^ tlr;,*: !« V:c 
^st Phllw^elphla «r»»a of tho Counaulfit Fart;^ of h’/.etprn F<?wi55'lvrAnin 
and DelawcLTo* 
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Torkj Keif YoA , - 

Au^itt lOj i960 - . : 5' 


-t";: COBliSrS 


Rtt i Cooslttee to Secure Justice 
: ->v\ -for Merton Sotell 

secxirlty • C ' 

-'-i-’A. ;■ > . .;i ■- . ■ . . 




- a: -©>e above eource wao not fumlohed any detail# 
■> concerning the proposed letter* 



ifc-y - i-r ‘ 

•.^ '."n*' : -Vi: ':^■V V 

^ 5"^***. Jti^ . .“.it ^ *..J- <i - .- " * 




^3«>cu::^ent contains neither reconiniendatlone 
mr Qon'^dv 2don& of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
it i© property of the F-deral Bureau of > , 

- Invostlg^tloa and It a loan to your agencyi it « ‘ 
^itd its oontente are not to be dletrlbuted out tide 

^our a^esKVa v.i V . -■ •:■ 







Ethel and Julius Rosenberg in June 1953^ the . ’ Ccmmunlst 
campaign assumed a different emphasis. Its major 
effort centered upon Horton Sobell, ' the Rosenbergs* 
codefendant. The National Committee to Secure Justice 
in the Rosenberg case - a communist front vrhic.h had been 
conducting the campaign in the United States - v/?.s 
reconstituted as the National Rosenberg-Sobe] I Committee 
at a conference in Chicago in October 1931’ 'then as 
the National Committee to Secure Justice fo:-- uevton 
Sobell in the Rosenberg case' . . . . ’ 

(■'Guide to Subversive Crganisation-. ..nd Publications’' 
dated January 2, 195? > issued by the ilouse ■wC..,u,ittee on Un- 
American Activities, page 6o.) 

In September, the name 'i\: tiu;::' 1 Committee 

to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" cppearec;. on literature 
issued by the Committee. In March, 2 933.- the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobel- r' first 
appeared on literature issued by the Comr.htt'ri-, . 

The 1959-19(30 Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for 
Moi’ton Sobell" as being locuted at 9*^0 Broadu’cy, Nev/ York, 

New York. 






M«lhod of do^very (check, op^ropriate blocks) | 

G^in porson 1 1 hy telephone CZlby mall J I orally 1. . t recording device i D written by Informant 


li orally iutnlehed and reduced to writing by Agent: 


Authenticated 
by Inlormant _ 




Remarks: -> 

Lu 


^j'^1 jCo oj^ 


^ rile wheie original is ic*co:ed .1U«4' attached 

CudyV^ 


^1. '~lLi‘^-<.^^ /.f 

e— / A J /y /'),') h V 


i> y .' J ‘r-7 


! u,. - f 
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SUBJECT 

SERIAL 



UN^ED STATES GOVERNMENT 
itMORANDUK 


1 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-107 
SAi 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JU 
IS-C 


Identity cf Source; 
Description of info: 


Date Received: 
Received by: 

Criginal located: 

A copy of informant's 




By FD-3O0 dated 8/5/60, there has been submitted 
for the Sobell Committee file (NY IOO-IO71II) items distributed 
at the above party as follows: .(1) Unsigned form letter 
addressed to president D.D* EISENHOVJER re guesting that 
MORTON SOBELL^ s sentence be commuted to time served^ (2) 

Reprint from the Intercollegian, April, 1959^ nf article "The 
Case of MORTON SOBELL/- 

(3) Three page mimeographed report dated January - March, 

19b0, entitled "Further Developments in MORTON SOBELL Case 
Since Report to president EISENKdJER we>s Submitted," 


-3- 











^ UNITED STATES GOV^lJ^MEKT 

' Memoranmm 


SAC, NEff YORK (100-107111) 


a/1^60 


SAG, NEWARK (100-36202) 


SDBfEct: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR 

MORTON ,S0BELL 
IS - C; ISA of 1950 
(00: NEW YORK) 


On 8/2/60, 


ODceal identity) 


made available the following inioriDation: 

On 6/22/60, an article was published in the Ukrainl^n- 
language edition of "Svoboda", captioned "Churchmen In Defense 
Of Spies". This article criticized a rally which was held at 
the Community Church of New York, 40 East 35th Street, New York 
City, 5/24/60, on behalf of MORTON SOBELL, as well as the half- 
page advertisement, which appeared in the "New York Times", 6/20/60 
reporting on the above rally. A translation of t h^ above 
is enclosed. It is noted that report of SA | 
dated 7/26/60, refers to the above rally and advertisenien 



New York (Ends. 5) ,.(RM) 
Newark 













The half-page advertisement which had appeared on 
page 20 of the *'New York Times”, 6 / 20 / 60 , was purportedly pub- 
lished by the SPONSORS OF THE SOBELL DISCUSSION MEETING AT THE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF NEW YORK, on 5/24/60, P. 0. Box 343, Madison 
Square Station, New York 10, New York* This advertisement con- 
tained excerpts from speeches made by the various speakers at the 
above meeting. Included among the speakers was "HOWARD RADEST, 
Minister and leader of the Bergen, N.J. Ethical Society", who 
took an offering of $965.00, contributed by the audience toward 
purchase of advertising space. He also was a speaker at the 
meeting. 



Above for information. 
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TITLE OF CASE ^ 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 


REPORT MADCDV 


TYPED 0V 

njw 


CHARACTER OF C 


IS - C, SWP 




REFERENCES 


Report of SA 
Minneapolis . 


ated 1/27/60 at 

yvt/ 




ADMINISTRATIVE 

TUis report Is staiaped conf ideS^.’il Inasmuch as it 
contains information furnished by ifP T-4 pertaining to finances 
and officers of the Minnesota Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell, the unauthorized disclosure of which could 
reasonably result in the Identification of a valuable and 
current informant . 

Cajreful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those Instances 
where the identities of the sources must be concealed. 

INFORMANTS 


SPECIAL AGENT 

'' ' IN CHARGE 

1 

- 

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


.T'tC ’ iEl 

Bureau (100-387835) (RM) 

1 


! 


''SJ- New York (100-107111) (BM) 

-'f - OHI, Chicago (RM) 

1 - OSI, Chicago (RM) 

1 - G-2, St. Paul (RM) 

2 - MlDn|apolis (100-8894) 

i 

1 

— 


1 
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AT MINNEAPOLIS, Ml KNi;SOTA 

Will submit report in six months regarding activities 
of the Minnesota Sobell Conmlttee» 


- - 
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Ac 


UNI^D STATES DEPAF.TMENT OF JUl 

FEDETRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOjN 


i) VUillUJ 
fiCE 


Copy ^o: 


Report of: 



Dote; 


1 - ONI, Chicago 
1 - OSI, Chicago 
1 - G-2, St. Paul 


r 

WlnnoiipoliE, Minnosota 


Field Office File No.: Minneapolis 100-8S94 Bureou File No.: X00-337B35 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE POil 
MORTON SOBELL 


Ooraefer: INTERNAL SEClRIITY - C and SwP 


Synopsis: Minnesota Sobell Comaittee Is an alflliato of 

the Committee to Secure Justice for Norton 
Sobell. Officers are JEAN BHUST, chalrroan and 
general secretary; JU:’.ilA ZUBAY, rororcUng 


secretary; and J. U. CAUilOLL, fin^inciai pic*CT*c- 
tary, all members or recent nemberE cT tho GYP 
Committee moots approximately every tv;o \yooks; 



DETAILS: 


The Socialist TVorkers Party (GT/P) and the 
CoKiTQunist Party, USA (CP) have been deslg- 
anted by the Attorney General of tho United 



MP 100-8894 


ORGANIZATION 


Affiliation 



A characterization of the Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell appears in the 
appendix to this report , 


On March 23, T-2 made available Information^ 

•concerning the National Sobell V. rk Meeting hcid on rch IP 
and 20,1980 at the McBurn^ YKXA, 21b '.Test 23 Street, Ke^ York 
City, New York. This meeting, according to hfP T-2, reviewed 
the work of the Sobell Committee in the past and pinpointed 
necessary work to be done in the future Ic obtain the release 
of, Morton SobelJ.^'^<S> T-2 advised thr, t one individuals 

attending the above Work Meeting was JULIA i5l>B4awadrom Mlnneapoli 
■ Minnesota. " , . . , 



fjjgiiiif the Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
obeli is ax,xenipting to contact influential people in TTashington, 
D» C. in back into 

the courts the Committee 
to Secure Justicei or Morton Sobell 1^5 in 1959 received 
$33,569.19 and had spent $33,032.95. P 


MP T-3 on June 6, 1960 advised that as of June, 1980, 
the Minnesota Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell 
was an affiliate of the Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell and that the prime objective of the affiliate and of the 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell was to obtain the 
release of MORTON SOBELL from prison. 
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■r 


On August 2y 1960, UP T-4 advised that as of Jul 3 
360, the Minnesota Co^imittee waiS an ai filiate of the Conimlh tee 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell ano that the Minnesota 1 
ommittee secured much of its direction and advice from the 
tlational Committee a 


B. Officers 


UP T«4 on August 2 A 1960 tidvised that as of July, 

1960, the following weie the officers of the Minnesota Committee 
to Secure Justice fox Morton Sobell: 


JEAN BRUST, state chairman and 

general secretary 

JULIA ZOBAY, recording 5^ecrGt&r5' 

J. H. CARROLLy financial fieeretary 








. resolution pass^id by the Calif ornia Dejr.ocratic Council d 
erning MOKTON SOBFLL. The resolution w/u; pa&sjed February 
960. The resolution reads as follO'«s: 



*'MORTON SOBFIL is serving his tenth year in 
prison. He has steadfastly proclairaed his 
innocence throughout his impr isomcenr , 

'•Many estinent Americans and otterr ucrld 
figure.^ including jurists, scientists, 
clergyiaen have also expressed substantial 
doubt as to his guilt . 

"There does exist the possibility ct 
human error in matters oi judcmenr when 
that Judgment has been subjected to the 
political tensions oi the day. 

"The California Democratic Council has 
traditionally expressed concern tor possi- 
ble infr ingements upon Justice rnd civil 
liberty. 

"The C&lifornia Democratic C-^-unci} call.*! 
upon the Pre-iSident ol the United states 
to review again the factor in the Sobell 
case and take necessary action ic secure 
ultimate Jueiice." 

The above letter stressed the urgent noed for financial 
aid and also enclosed a reprint of an editorial appearing in 
the "West Central Dally Tribune." V/illx:^jr., iMinr^esota , concerning 
MORTON SOBELL. This editorial appejir :^d on January 25, 1960 and 
was written by O. B, AUGUSTSON, editor, "We&t Central Daily 
Tribune." The editorial is as follows 

"During the hysteria of the Korean and the 
now deplored era of the witch hunters and McCarthyism 
a man by the name of MORTON SOBEL was convicted on 
the charge of conspiracy to commit espionage. He 
was given a 30 year sentence and h^s already served 
ten years of them in prison. Thanksgiving Day 

a petition signed by many eminent people, including 

i many of the clergy appealed to Pres idem: EISENHOWER 
to release SOBELL and cominute. his sentence. As 
part of this some 30 labor organize t ions on the West 


00^8804 


coast carried an artlclo entitled *A Wrong; to B? 
Righted* • The eifortB in l>3half of the iuprisoned 
man proved of no avail at that tlrsio. Ka» a non 
appeal has been laade to the pi^sidcut froii the 
national headquarters of the Coiruaittce to Sociirc 
Justice for Morton Sobcll* Again it »ill be pointed 
out that 50BELL becarae a vlctlis of hysteria and the 
overzealouB witch hunters, that the only witnesses 
that gave testimony connecting SOBH-L rlth the con- 
spiracy charge was JiAX ELITCIITg who admitted on 
the witness stand that bo had porjorod Mmsclf on 
another matter, and that SOHEhL’s should hava* 

be©n tried separately fron the ato:Lic cr-fionogo 
accusations of ETiiSL and JULIUS ttOSEUSKRO. Hero 
was nighty flimsy ovldonce and an unduly harsh 
sentenco. The wliole legality of the trial and the 
' sontencp are bolng challenged* Seems to ub that 
Aner leans generally would like to forRot that 
period when many Innocont pooplo were vlllified 
and bosir.irchod while the 1000% co-C4illcd patriots 
ran wild to see whom they might devour* I'cC^IiTir/ 
himself vmdcrwoat consure. The psi*iod li? one that 
found many In high places too frightened to speak 
out* Now they do when the heat Is off* Surely 
If we want to forget this blot on the history of 
American freedom, freedom of speech and such, if 
we admit that a lot of people lost their heads in 
those days and grlovouB mistakes wore mado, than 
w© ought to try to correct ono of those iristakos 
in tho case cf SOHEhL. I>».irlrg tker' hvnt^^-rlc^l 
days thorc Vvoro naiiy Inf or.; repu-! :;tio:i‘'^ 

wore bad in tho first place, cn top cf that tho 3 ^ 
were later exposed as confirmed liarf^ - yet ir tht 
eagerness to get victims th>^ir tcstl! ony vas «:-olaar'r 
upon with glee but with not too tiucb of honesty or 
qualms of conscience* Reminds one of the terrible- 
days of tho Inquinltlon when any Irrccponfclblo tnllc 
on the street was apt to send the hapless victim to 
tho stake**' 


100-:a894 



In the Kay 18, 1860 leeue of the “liliTirfOSotft Pally/* 
the official newspaper of the Vnivereity of Minnesota. It was 
reported on Pago 7 that KTl^ilAK l)cgaa a itldwect toiir to 

organize regional coaaittoos to infjiienoc rocoi^siiJcralian of 
the case of MORTON SOBEJLiL, w1k> hns ecrvod IP oi a 3 0-yc3r 

sentence In rodornl prison for c -plcnagfi ar: r.n ''.cconp* ic^ of 
executed aton spies JULIUS and :cTHJ^L R0r,-.:U:r:'c.4 Tbo reticle 
reported KEPJLiN as stating that she boliovpu SOBELL ivjjs Innocent 
and that his conviction vras solely the rebuilt cf one perjured 
witnoss, MAX ELITCIIER* TJio article reported JfEVXfAN as stating 
that eho began her work in behalf of MOHTCN SOBELL as a result 
of a B&ss mooting held in Los Angeles, California In 1^133 and 
that through tho effort of people interej^tno in MORTON SOBFLL 
thorc are now sotuc 25 rinjor cities isdiich hnvo organlr;? d 
comlttocB in behalf oi MOnTOH r-0|j5:j.l. 
















6 - 



Tb© June 8, 1960 issue of tne ‘’Minns&polis Star," a 
metropolitan ne'«r5 paper, reported that MxSc MORTON SOBELL, vtife 
of the convicted spy, would speak on June 16, 1960 at a public 
meeting in the Unity Unitarian Church St. Paul, Minnesota. 

The article further reported that Mrs. SOBELL has been appealing 
for help to free her husband for a period of nine years. 

The June 16 „ 1960 Issue of the ’’Minneapolis Star” 
reported that Mre<. MORTON SOBELL presently in the Twin 
Cities seeking aid for her husband, MORTON 50BE1L The article 
reported that Mrs« SOBELL stated tha; -he ieel^ that this is 
the year her husband will be free to ccelc heme, culminating a 
10~ye&r battle which has been fortified by a knowledge of her 
husband’s innocence and the belief that the truth would become 
known. The article added that Mrs. SOBELL «’ould speak at a 
public meeting at the Unity Church, St. Paul ^ Minnesota, at 
8^00 p»m. that date. 

On June 20, 1960, MP T-S advised that on June IS, 

1960, a public meeting wa,s sponsored by the Minnesota. Sobell 
Committee at the Unity Unitarian Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
and that HELEN SOBELL was the principal speaker. MP T-8 ad- 
vised that Ml'S, SOBELL stated that her husband had been ‘sen- 
tenced to 30 yebrs in prison for a crime that he did not commit 
and that he has now served ten years of the 30 years with good 
conduct. Mrs, SOBELL emotionally appealed to the audience 
pointing out the love his family had for him and their desire 
to live together again as a family. Mrs, SOBELL pointed out 
that her husband was convicted solely on the false testimony 
of MAX ELITCHER, who was mentally unbalanced and had for a long 
time been under the care of a psychiatrist. She pointed out 
that many professional men in the legal field, after reviewing 
the transcript of the conspiracy trial, were of the opinion 
that MORTON SOBELL was innocent and th£:t he is unjustly con- 
fined, MP T-8 advised that in a question and answer period 
that followed an individual from the audience, who was a mem- 
ber of the American Legion, asked ISrs. SOB.ELL that if MORTON 
SOBELL was innocent, why did he and his family flee to Mexico? 
Mrs. SOBELL answered that they did not flee to Mexico, that 
.they went there as a result of a planned trip and that MORTON 
pOBELL was Interested in attemplinr to find work in Mexico. 
jMrs, SOBELL stated that while they did not h.\ve a visa to 
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ater Mexico/ they did have & tourist card and that is all 
required. Mrs. SOBELL continued by stating that in Mexibo 
hey had rented an apartment in their own nauae and made no * 
t tempt to make it appear that they were other than who they 
actually were. MP T“° 8 advised that aporrjximatel v 
attended the meeting 


hat 



On June 24, 1960, MP T-4 advised substantially the 
same inf donation. 


MP T-4 on August 2, 1960 advised that the Minnesota 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell meets approximately 
every other week. 


III. FINANCES 




On August 2, 1960, MP T-4 advised that the Minnesota 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell was, as of July, 
1960, controlled and dominated by the SWP locally and that 
Its officers were all znembers of the SWP, as were the majority 
of the members of its Working Committee. 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMEOT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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1 lease Refer to 
Jtle No. 100-8894 


Minneapol 1 s , Kinnes ot a 
Au^st 17, 1960 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORTON SOBELL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C and SWP 


Confidential infornsji^^mdsouxces referred to in 
the report of Special Agent August 

17, 1960 at Minneapolis, MtrlTSSSWP^H"^ff!^Bned matter, have 
furnished reliable information in the past, 

This is the property of the FBI; it is loaned to 
you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be 
distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORTON SOBELL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C and SWP 


Confidential inf erred to in 
the report of Special Agent ed August 

17, 1960 at Minneapolis, Minnesota, in capiioned matter, have 
furnished reliable information in the past . 

This is the property of the FBI; it is loaned to 
you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be 
distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 




Is exempt from dlsclosrure, in Its entirety, 
vmder (b)(1) es It has been classified pursuant 
to B^xecuttve Order 11652 as It contains 
information which would disclose an IntelUgf^nce 
source. This se rial bears the Classif ication 
Officers number 
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Director, FBI (lOO-36To;J5) S/30/60 


SAC, Atlanta (100-4953) 


COI.MITTEE TO SECTOE JUSTICE 
POH KORTON SOBEU, 

iS -» c 

is . ACT OF 1930 
(00 - KEV: YORK) 



^S^^BPadvlaed that Rabbi FELDT'^iAK doss not vie it 
the U. S. PenltentlaLTy very often, and does not 
believe he is faittlliar with S03KLL or the 
espionage case for which he vias convicted. 

caid that Rabbi report-.:-^ to 

him. some activity X'jhich bclievec- vrouid 

be of interest to the FBI, 


FEIiDMAN related early }\v^,\xzt, 

that about three weeks previously ho vras 

Invited to a lunclieon by Rabbi ROTHSCHILB 

of The Atlanta Temple. It VJas FELBll/:!I*s 

under standing that ROTIiSCRILD had been invited 

by an Emory University Professor as were 

about one dozen other Kinloters, both Protestant ^ 

and Catholic. .The Electing was actually a -lunchoon k") P 


^ - Bureau HKi 
OP- Rew York 


2 - Atlanta 
RRN:mel 
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AT 100-4953 


held at the Quaker Hoiise and was arranged In order to give 
. HELEN SOHELL and the Law Professor an opportunity to 
y ■ present MORTON S0BELL*fl case in a favorable wey> l.e*, to 
show he 1 b innocent of Espionage charges of which he 
was convicted In the early 1950^3, and ser.tenced to 
thirty years ♦ 

PELIX^ told (BV the law professor did most o£ the 
speaking and HELEN SOBELL made a sliort speech. 

. . stated most of the clergy appeared to be very much 

') impressed with the case. made for KDiRTON SOBELL by the 
j ■ Profersor. FEI^!AN said the Professor and KELFI'; fOBELL 
handed out some literature stating the case for JiO'iTOH 
SOHELL and promised to mall more 11 te rat or' in the 
future. They presented a petition asking that FiOKTOE be 
released, which carried signature s of uany Nc;; York 
. ministerSi priests and Rabbis as v/ell a^numerous 

prominent persons, FELIhlAN also told lie believed 

■> , . the Prerf essor and HELEN SOSELL plan to hold more 

meetings in Atlanta in the future and will probably atte.'npt 
to get signatures to the petition at that time. They 
^ did not ask anyone to sigii at the above luncheon, but 
— ■ merely requested those present to study the ca^o as 
preser.ted in the literature. 



Atlanta requests Fureau authority t-u interview ROlHS CHILL 
for more deta.ils of the otove deioilboci luncheon. Atlanta 
will attempt to determine the identitj^ of the Ikiory Lav; 


Professor and from other details attempt to ascertain tlie 
subversive influences, if any, presently woricing in AtlDrl:.: 
among the clergy or on campus. P. 


2 






8/31/60 

( 


1 - COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
IS - c 

Enclosed lo the original and five copies 
of a letterhead memarandum, dated and captioned as above. 

The informant who fumlBhed Infomiatlon 
concerning Reverend MRTIN LUTHER 
support captioned organization is 


This document is classified "ConfsJBtial" 

Inasmuch as it contains Information from a conridontlal informant, 
the unauthorized disclosure of which might Jeopardize her future 
effectiveness and be detrimental to the national defense. 


KING’S er-r-eement to 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-387835) 
SAC> NEW 


2-Bureau (100-387835) (Enele. 6) (PJ^) 

1-New York ( 100-141557) (Committee to Defend 
l-NewYork — 


JFM:Jink 
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Kon ToiHc, Kew Y;rT".: 

5iucttat 31# 

ae 1DD-3C7B3S) 

Kes C^nKUttee t-c? St^cur^ Jurtlcc 
Kortcn 


latorsel "oeurlc^ - C 


Ter 


; 

t 


/i c on f l<SQn 1 1. g. l InfCTrr ’•-.r - 1 ^ -^5 vi " ' 

V-^ “ ■ ■ “ ■- I 


rr^Ci Brlminchar*), 

Alteffiaa* 1ie^lai^s<5 in a letter rCtj’^Ased to the ccjnittc-c to 
Secure fer Norton Sohcllj ever thxO or 

his 2?cretary^ tloftt he irculd bo v-^yz^y to iriili 
tor obtaining irecdom for nortori 


“Vho confliSential inforroar.t v?'.o rtimf chol 
Bforeacntlcaicd infortaatlon has Aimishe^! reliable lnfoo::^ntlcT} 
In the pti.Gt» 


docucjent eorstaijin nalther reo'.7r!rt;ondati‘^n& 
©cr coneluoionc of t'io rBI. It V':'- 7 ?r^>T>erty 
of the PBI.cncS is Iczmsi tc your r.-rr/r';; it 
Its contents arc rvcu to be 
figcncy. 



JPM: jisdc 
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SUBJECT ROSENBERG/ SOBELL C0^^^^1TTEE 


SERUL Wl 5 b DATE ^ ~ 3 1 - LO ' ' 

CONSISTING OF 30 PAGES 

fAii-ir 2^ 

is exempt from disclosure, tn its entirety, 

\inder (b)(7)(D) as Information contained In 
this serial would Identify an Informant to 
whom an expressed promise of conf Id^^ntlallty " 
has bern given. This Information Includes ^ 
dates and places of meetings which were . 

attended by a limited number of people known 
to the Informant and/or Information from these * 
meetings and situations In which an Informant - 
was In close contact with members of these 
organizations, disclosure of which would reveal 
his Identity, 



Report Forn 
fD -263 a ir y- 


FEDERAL BUREAU Or {r^VEST^GATIO^^ 


"PHTIBDELPHIA 


'•NB'r'TORK 


TIUE 


WJisTf 

comm 


PTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 





ync f 


CHARACTER Cf CAi£ 


H8r/ 


IS - C: ISA of 1950 


Report, SAj 


Refer ence 

^ Philadelphia, 2/I9/6O. 

^ P* 


Leads 


PHILADELPHIA 

AT PHILADELPHIA, PA, 

V/ill follovT and report the activity of the 
Philadelphia Sobell Comraittec and tiie Lower Buclcs 
County Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell. 



Property of FBI - Thlt, revo'’» Ti tv. vuw Vy luT VUi, 'vrktiMi. 1 1 s, 'i - ■ t . «ri i b rtisirl'ju 

thr Agency to ableh l««ncit, 

•ii (! t CO.'tRNHrNt MINTING (* Met l3-<i ‘ 
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I - Adiranlstrative Data 

Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed in this report and T symbols have been 
utilized only where necessary. 

This report is classified conf iiC^tial since 
information furnished by PHT-1, PHT-9^ PPIT-11, 

PHT-12, PHT-I 3 , PHT-I 5 , PHT- 16 , PHT -17 and PKT-lS could 
reasonably result in the identificaticn of informants 
of continuing value and compromise the future effectiveness 
thereof. 


Copies of this report are beijig designated for 
G-2, ONI and OSI for Information. 

Jim^Kadvised on^HHMBthat he attended 
the Phlladel^^^^obe^l Committee meetiru: conducted in 
Philadelphia 4HPHHV This information v/as not included 
in the details of the report becaiise of the small number 
in attendance at this affair and in order not to reveal 
the extent of the Bureau's coverage of this meeting, 


The data £: 
Philadelphia file 



its located in 




_ ladvised that h e extended 

the Philadelphia Sobell Committee ineetlng on 1 . 
This information was not included in the detai.'.o of the “ 
report for the same reason stated in the preceding para- 
graph . 


The information fur nich ed by 
located in Philadelphia file 







PHT-15 

PHT-16 

PHT-17 


- PH 5^<7-S* 

- PH 548- S* 




Informants Used to Document 
Organizations 


Jewish Program Service 
Committee (Sbolem 
Aleichem Club) 


I/Dwer Bucks County 
Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton 
Sobell 



Philadelphia Sobell 
Committee 


Philadelphia Social 
Science Porum Committee 
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COVER PAGE 


I 


Copy to: 


R«poit of: 
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UNI*^. STATES DEPARI MENT OF J 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


:e 




CONPIDEMTi 

Philadelphia 
Philadelphia 
Olmsted Air Force Base, Pa. 

Office. 


Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania 


Flow Offie. FH. Philadelphia 100-37667 '^100-387835 

COMKETTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 




OMraeton 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTEKNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 


Syfiop«)st 




in 


0rgani2e.tion continues to utilise vesiUdU':^:: c: L-EARL 
CHERTOV, 2708 West Sterner Street, Philadelphia, as its 
headquarters. Contrihutions from Philadelphia on behalf 
of MORTON SOBELL reportedly totaled- $1,111 .60, in 1959. 

and Phnpid<=>1n h1;:> ^ ^n,; 

^ fregardiv^^ cle^^l^cy 

PSETpaign i or MORTON SOBELL set out . PSG neld luncheon 
honoring HELEN SOBELL in March 19'S0 a nd 
other Tneet-^ nerf! ir r\rr‘^ 1 and 

aiSol'muoea oy PSC described. Connections with GPEPD 
and PSSPC included. 


b^P 


- p* . 


Details: All addresses mentioned In this report are 

located In Philadelphia, Pa», unless othervrise 
indicated. 


Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Scbell 
is characterized In the Appendix Section of 
this report. 
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Subversive Affiliations 
of Officers 


PEARL CHERTOV 

On January 19, 1959, PHT-2 advised tfi-.t PlARL CHERTOV 
was at that time a member of the Philadelphia Branch > 
Socialist V/orkers Party (SV/P). 

The S1‘JP has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 

10450. 

. HARRIET FAHEY 



PHT-3 advised on December 23, 1959, that HARIETT 
FAHEY was a member of the Communist Party of 
Eastern Pennsylvania and De. -aware (CPEPD) from 
about 1946 to 1954. 



The Communist Party USA^ its affiliates and 
subdivisions j have been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 

SARAH EPSTEIN 

PHT-5 advised on June 22, I95^i, that SARAH EPSTEIN,^ 
5745 North Pairhill Street, v/as a member of Lodge I69 
of the International Workers Order in 1953- 


The B'/O has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 

10450. 
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: .FREDA RAPPAPORT ^ 

> ■ I 

PKT-2 advised on January 26, 1959a that although 
FREDA RAPPAPORT was not a member of the Philadelphia 
Branch of the SWP, she was a very close sympathizer, 

JEAN FRANTJIS 

PHT-4 reported on February 12, 1960^ that as of this 
date JEAN FRAICTJIS was a member of the CPEPD. 


BEATRICE GRAUMAN 


PHT-6 has advised that BEATRICE GRAUMAN ivas a 
member of the Communist Pa rty fcp"* in Rrshlna -ton, 
D.C., from 19^3 to 19^8. 



ROSE MAKiLIH 


PHT-7 advised on January I 6 , 19^9 > ^nd April 17, 
1952, that ROSE MAMLIN became a member of Lodge ^ 96 , 
Jewish People *s Fraternal Order (JPFO) of tfie I!‘/0 
in March 19^^7 and was a member of this Lodge as of 
April 1952. 

The JPFO of the IWO has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 


LILLIAN MILIMAN 



HENRIETTA OSTROY 


PHT-^ identified JIEMRIETTA 
OSTROY .as having attended a Section Committee 
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On September 13j 1956^ PHT-1 reported that ROBERT 
PETERSEW Joined the Franklin Roosevelt Club of the 
American Youth for Democracy Ph'i 



The AYD has been ©si^nated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 

10450. 




On July 18 . IQ^ i PHT~3 advi sed that he had kno\'m 
COLEMAN lIBHBmiHHPHV Informant advised that 
dxirlng this per^QUoTSTlAN /lad been devoted to the 

CP. \Ov 



Head qu ar ters 

PHT-1 reported on August 12, i 960 , that the 
P3C has no headquarters in Philadelphia bvit utilizes 
the residence of PEARL CHERTOV, 2703 West Sterner Street, 
as it . headquarters and mailing address. 


Funds 




'affair 


ro, 1939 , at 5743 Morth ra:\rhill 


PH 100-37667 
Street which 


Street which featured HELEN SOBELL as the a^^ealcer. It 
was announced that $303 was realized from thiz affelr 
frbiT] -^p.^-rslon fee, collection and pled-TC^. 












■J-UeiJ l/d. J. xeu UIl i’ eUX'Utii'^ ^ JL:;;/"r^rj hijljLr' G ‘.'J .^■, , .L 1^1. 

(HELEN SOBELL, Mrs. MORTON SOBELL), as r member o: 
Education and Literature Ccrjnlttee of the CP, » 
in VJashington, D.C., as of February 1, ^ 

PHT-8 advised that JULES 

ABERC AUPH ^ at t e noedaine e 

been a iriember^'of the CP for 
40 years and would be lost without ti^/O fP. 
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On March 8^ i960, PHT-9 furnished a document 
relating to and captioned "Financing VJork of the 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell." According 
to this document , funds for operating the National Committee 
come "from thousands upon thousands of individuals through 
their devoted contributions . This item compiled the budget 
figures for the year 1959 wjder the caption ’Vhere the Money 
Came From in 1959/’ listing ;nost of the large cities in 
the United States and the arn-nunt of contributions from 
each city. Philadelphia ivas listed as having contributed 
$1>111.60 during 19.59- 

The above document also listed the follov/ing 

amounts: 


i Total contributions 

} Total Paid Expenditures 

Total Debts 
Budget for i960 

- 7 - 


$33,569.19 

3 ^^, 032.95 

17,996.42 

50,815.00 
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The above Item also states that for raising 
th ? necessary funds for i960, national quotas have been 
Bulgested for each city. The city of Philedelphia is 
listed under the "Eastern Region" v^^ith a sugn;eBted quota 
of $1,500: , 


General Actl vltle; 
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American Friends Service C orm i 1 1 e e { 7 i j ) v/ai^ o i i to 
sponsor a forum in Texas and that PSC hoped to arrange 
for HELEN SOBELL to appear at this forum. However > no 
other details concerning this fon.*jr. -in Texas were discussed. *7^ 



The Sholem Aleichem Club, a component part 
•of the Jewish Program Service Corrimittee, Is dial’ ac ter ized 
In the Appendix Section of this report. 
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PHT-10 advised on March dj i960., that a 
luncheon honoring HELEN SOBELL was sponsored by the PSC 
on March 7> i960, at Tarello*s Restaurant, 1623 
Chestnut Street. The admission for this luncheon vras $2.25 
a plate and it was attended by about 75 persons. 


PHT-10 advised HELEN SOBELL gave a speech 
on her struggle to obtain the freedom of her husband, 
MORTON SOBELL, who is currently confined In a Federal 
prison. She said it was her firm conviction that her 
husband would soon be freed and the last stop for him 
to gain freedom was up to President EISEITIOVJER. She 
urged those present to assist her in this struggle. 
Informant advised that at each place setting ther:^ was 
an envelope, and those present wore requested t-c jooosjt 
a contribution In these envelopes. It was anncu.-ced that 
over $300 had been donated during this luncheon. Leforc 
HELEN SOBELL departed, she announced that she ha<i an 
appointment to appear on a Philadelphia radio station 
following the luncheon. 


PHT-11 reported on March 23^ I960, that e 
’’National Sobell Work Meeting" vj'as held March I9 and 20, 
1960, at the McBurney YMCA, 215 West 23rd Street, 

New York, N.Y, The pvirpose of this meeting was to review 
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pasti activities on the part of the Committee to Secure 
Justice for NORTON SOBELL and to formulate a plan of 
actajon for the future in order to gain MORION SOBELL ’s 
rel^se from prison. PHT-11 stated that approximately 
21 persons attended this meeting from various areas 
of the United States. The informant identified JEAN 
PRANTJIS of Philadelphia in attendance. 

PHT-1 advised on April 20, i960, the FSC 
would sponsor a meeting at the Central YNCA, 1421 Arch 
Street^ on April 22, i960. The guest spea]^er for this 
affair, according to an announcement received by the 
Informant, was Rev. ALVA TOMPKINS of the Olivet Presbyterian 
Church, Chicago, 111. Informant stated that the 
announcement described Rev. TOMPKINS as the initiator 
of an appeal to clergymen of Chicago to v/ork for the 
freedom of MORTON SOBELL. PHT-1 stated that this item 
also reflected that Rev. TOMPKINS vias visiting Washington 
D.C., on April 19 - 21, i960, to implement fizrther suPDor 
of the SOBELL case through Executive and Judicial charjiel 
and that he planned to stay over at a number of Eastern 
cities, including Philadelphia, on his return to Chicago. 

On April 28, i960, PHT-12 advised that the 
PSC sponsored a meeting at the Central YTX’A, 1421 Arch 
Street, on Friday, April 22, i960. JEAN FRANTJIS served 
as Chairman and introduced the main speaker. Rev, ALVA 
TOMPKINS, a Presbyterian minister from Chicago, 111. 

Rev. TOMPKINS spoke on his activities in the interest of 
Justice for MORTON SOBELL. He said that his study of the 
case had convinced him that SOBELL was Innocent and 
urged those in attendance to lend their assistance to 

PHT-IO advised on April 25 ^ i960, and PKT-13 
advised on April 27, i960, that the PSC sponsored a meeting 
at the Central YMCA, 1421 Arch Street on April 22, i960. 
These Informants advised that they attended this meeting 
and both furnished substantially the same information 
regarding this affair as PHT-12. 
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PHT-14 reported on April 25, 1952, that although 
he had no specific information v:hich would indicate 
Communist activity or membership on the part of 
Dr, DERK BODDE, It was Indicated to the informant 
as a result of BODDE *3 statements and activities 
that BODDE might have Communist sympathy or be 
Involved in Communist activities. 




I- 
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PHT-^ advised on April 1, 1957 ^ that as of March j 
1957 SOL ROTENBERG was a member of the District i 
Committee j CPEPD. i 



Informant advised that Rev* MO COKMACK stated 
that he and Rev. GAEDE had been traveling together for 
the past eight weeks from the b’est Coast to the East 
Coast In connection with the MORTON S03ELL case . Ke 
stated that on May 16, i960, they called on Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court EA.RL VJAPJIEK, seeking the 
release of SOBELL. He said that on the same day they 
attempted to contact President ElSENHOVrER but that 
President EISENHOV/ER was attending the Summi'c Conference 
In Paris, Prance. Rev. MC CCRI'IACK stated tirat no and 
Rev. GAEDE agree that SOBELL is innocent and they have 
organized 97 clergyAien who also support their belief 
and are vrorking toward the release of SOLEIX, 


Literature 
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Ik f«^. 










follov;in 


^|^y^g^^Bl^jm^PHT-*I2 fui'n^jhedthe^^^^ 

' ■ T'iich v;ere distributed 


h-7V 

1* Booklet captioned "Coranittee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell." This item 
contained a letter and a report to the 
President of the United States ^ dated 
January 5> I960. 

2. A mimeographed pamphlet containlnc' the 
same information as shown in Item 1^ abov 

3, A leaflet captioned *'V/ho*s sivinG Away 
Secrets Nov;?'* This contained the text of 
an editorial from the St. Petersburg, Fla 
"Times," issue of November l4, 1959. 




mr ’^’ >:-^47?”rTv.T:ri 
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An editorial from the ‘'Detroit Ne’.7s," 
dated May 30 ^ 19 5^^ captioned "The 
Conmentator, " by V/.K. KELSEY and reprinted 
by the CotTtnittee to Secure «’J'ustlCG for 
Morton Sobell, Nev: York City. 

5. The April 3, 1959 ^ issue of "The Catholic 
VJorker," containin'T an article on page 2 
captioned "Time, Conscience and tlie Sobell 
Case . " 


CONHECTIOMS VJITH OTHER ORGAMIZATIOI IS 


CPEPD 

PHT -13 advised on November 19, 1959, that THOMAS 
NABRIED V7as invited to a PSC affair scheduled to be held 
In Philadelphia on December 10, 1959, by a member of the 
PC of the PSC, According to this Infornrnt, the affair 
would feature HELEN SOBELL as the guest speoJeer, It vras 
hoped that NABRIED vjov;ld attend this offf.ir end poasibly 
bring others with him as v/ell as collect 'a few dollai.^ 5 " 
for the defense of MORTON S03ELI.. 

PKT-I 5 advised on November 19> 195^'.'. that 
THOMAS NABRIED as of that date v;ao ('.hairman 
of the CPEPD, 

On November 29, 1959, PHT-I 6 reported that THOMAS 
NABRIED recently met with a CPUSA official from Nev-j York 
City, The MORTON SOBELL case was discussed and K/iBRIED 
wondered VJhy the CP had not taken more action in this 
matter. Informant stated that the Individual from 
New York City tl'iOUght the CP could, mc^ke another "SACCO 
VANZETTI" out of the' SOBELL case by "vjhipping up hysteria." 
NABRIED remarked that in Philadelphia there v;as quite a 
bit of activity around the SOBELL case but the CF vras 
standing aloof from this activity and had not taken a 
forthright political position in the matter. ILLBRIED 
stated he thought tlie CP should take a position. 

j PHI-lS advised on December 30, 1959, that the 

District Committee, CPEPD, was interested in setting up 


i 




PH 100-37667 


a civil rights committee to handle a vax'^icry 01 civil 
rights matters. THOMAS KA3RIED told the iriformr-Vit 
earlier in December 1959 that he did not believe civil 
rights work could be handled by the PSC because of the 
nature of the Committee itself and because JEAN FRANTJI3 
no longer held the real post of responsibility in the PSC. 


PHT-17 advised on April 22, I9S0, a "forvim" 
was sponsored by the Vest Philadelphia Section;, CPEPD, 
at the residence of JEAN PRANTJIS^ 2^9 South Melville 
Street j on April 21, i960. Approximately 30 persons 
attended this forum, JEAN FRANTJIS served as Chairman 
and at the conclusion of the affair, amicunced that the 
PSC would sponsor a meeting on April 22, ?.'':GO, o’: the 
Central YI^ICA in Philadelphia. She urged ii?r Ij cueners 
to attend this meeting. 


On May 6, i960, PHT-I7 reported that the 
CPEPD sponsored a May Day celebration at the Broodv/ood 
Hotel on Sunday, May 1, i960. Approximately 175 persons 
attended and the principal speaker v:as JAMES E. JACICSON, 
Editor of "The V7orker, " from New York City. Tov:ard the 
end of this affair, JEAN FRANTJIS read a i-'csolution 
asking clemency on behalf of MORTON SOBELI , PIIT-17 
advised that this resolution was approved and it was 
announced that it vjould be forwarded to Prcciderit 
EISENH017ER for his consideration. 


i 

! 

i 


"The Worker" is a v.’eekly East Coast Communist 
publication. 

PUT- 12 advised on May i960, and PHT-18 
advised on May 12, i960, that the CPEPJ sponsored a May 
Day celebration at the Broadwood Hotel on May 1, i960. 
These informants attended and both furnished substantially 
the same information regarding this affair as PHT-17. 

Philadelphia Social Science 
Forum Committee (PSSFC) 


The PSSFC is characterised In the Appendix 
Section of this report. 
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On December 16, 1959 > PHT-1 advised that i 

the PSSFC sponsored an affair at the Adeiphla Hotel on ! 

Dedember 11 j 1959. About 50 persons attended this 
affair » Informant stated HELEN SOBELL v^’-as introduced 
at this affair and spoke briefly regardiny, her work 
on behalf of her husband^ MORION SOBELL. She- solicited 
the aid of those in attendance. 



cag/.rrTEE to secure justice for morton sqbell 


'•Follo-'.viing the execution of atcriic spies Ethel and Jijlius Rosenberg In 
J-^^ne 1^53 > the ' Corm.-r-snl^t canipaign as surged a different emphasise- Its mejor 
effort centered -ipo. I V.or ton Sobell^ ' the Rosenbergs' codefendent. Hie Katiorial 
C'^jr.'Tiittee to -.‘"ustice in the Rosonberg Case - a CGirjmnist front vfhich had 

been conducting ‘dio campaign in the United States - T.'as rreenstitutod as the 
National Roscnoerg-Scbol^ Oommittee at a conference in Cnioage in Octol ar 19^3 £nd 
'then as the National Committee to Secure Justice for Horton S obeli in the Rosen- 
berg case' • • • " 

CCuide to Subversive Organizatior^ and P^blicatior^" 
dated January 2, 195?^ issued by the House Cemmittec 
on Un-Are rican Activities, page 60.) 

In September, the name " National C or.imittee to Secure J^jstice for 

Mcjrton S obeli" appeared on literature issued by tlie Conmittee* In March, 1555, 
the current name, "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton So'- ell," first appeared 
or. literature issued by the Committee. 

The 1955-196© Borough of Manhattan telephone directory lists the 
"Gornmittee to Secure Justice for Merton S obeli" as bcirf; located at RLO Broadvjay, 
Nev? York, Nev; York* 


JE-vVISI x’iiOGiM SERVICE COWJTTEE , 
formerly the Jewish lublicaticn anJ 
Cultural Cornmittee, Jcrdsh Publication 
and Research Coinnittee (and affiliated 
clubs and societies), known locally as 
Philadelphia Jewish CulturcOl Clubs; 

Jewish Cultural Clubs of Ihiladclthia 

A source on 7/30/57, advised as follows? 

The Philadelphia Jev;ish Cultural Clubs (i'JCC), ak? Jewish Cultural 
Clubs of Philadelphia, were famed in the spring months of 195 Actually, the 
basis for tlie formation of the PJCC was laid in the fall months cf 1953 vhon it 
appea re d cc rt ain t ha t the Into r na t i o nal V.'o rk ers C rdc r ( T\ ,-u ) v; eu 1 d bo di s 5 c Iv c d 
pursuant to an order of liquidation by the New York state courts. 

SOL ROTENEERG, former Executive Director, Philadelphia Jewish rooplc ‘s 
Fraternal Order (JIFC), HVO, in late 1953 laid the froun-ilwork for the f-iriation 
of the PJCC, using as a nucleus former Ji'FO, IJG mcnibers. In early 195u, he 
provided leadership in the establishment of the PJCC an.’ also o et up the Co- 
ordinating Committee, PJCC, conposed of delegates from the Culhirc Clubs of t)ic 
PJCC. The purpose of this committee was to provide leadership, lonp-ranro plan- 
ning and coordination of the activities of the various culture clubs.. 

A second source on 6/2l/5It, advised that SCL RCTEKBEuG v;as a m.-J.docr r-d' 
the Philadelphia City Committee, CPEPD, as of Juiio 195A. On h/l/Sl j this scurco 
advised that as of March 1957, ROTENBERG was a member cf tiic District Ccmnittce, 
CPEPD. 

A third source advised on 5/27/60, that the JJCC centinaos tele 
active in ihiladelphia with the Sholcm Aleichem Club bein the largest, most 
active and aggressive in the PJCC with a mcmbei'ship of more than 125 people, -Tl-ic 
source further advised that the following cultural clubs arc also active in 
Bi ila delphia, but do not have the' large memb e r sh ip of the Sh clem A Ic ich en Club j 






'--Ovr' 


Wynncfield Jei^'ish Culture Club 
Uptovm Mutual Aid Society 
North East Culture Club 

The Strawberry Mansion Culture Club is presently inactive. 

The IS70 and the Jevash People’s Fraternal Order have been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10l;50. 
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LO'/^IP. BUCKS COUNTY COmTTSIi: TO SSCjPB, 
JUSTICE FOR NORTON SCBELL 


G source advised thet A/iRON K'vTZ cf the Ccr'r.it.teG te 
Secure Ju^ce ior horton Sobell in Nev/ York City, had recently cent acted cer- 
tain individuals in the Levittouvn, Pa*, G.rca ccncornin,' s'Oi' activity on behalf 
of the Comraittee to Secure Justice for X^rton Sobcll in tn'^t area. 





On 5 / 2 U/ 6 O, this source advised that tnis froup continues t. c:>:ist 
In the LgVittov/n, Pa* area hut had not e neared in a rev activity since 12/10/59* 


On 12/l4/58> another source ad‘';isodL that ELSA S/vCCO (nev- lirs. ELS'. 
SUPLES) v/as, as of this date, a riomber of the CPErD. 


On h/S/S9 f this source advised Wiat fSPTrllfOL KINCE3 v.as then g nurdoer 
of the CrEPD* 

Another source advised that FlhlNK KINCES ivgs elected U the- neraber- 
ship of the District Comittee, Cl'EPD, on 1/31/60* 



Hi 


i 



iHIL^DELPHr. S03EIX COiailTTEE 


On 1/23/53^ of i\-l, 

B 1 Gli \ S J. C I] j L' Cl'S , i h ilad Glph ia iclice Licpa rte j n t . a v I5 o d i : . a t by latter 
dated 10/l0/^2, the Jhiladelphia police DepartTient had received nctificaticii cf 
a meeting under the sponsorship oX the Philadelphia Co;:ir:;ittee t: Secure Justice 
in the Rosenberg Case to he held in Philadelphia on lO/lU/S?. 


On li/lli/53^ theUlHBIBi division of Solicitations , Doparto-^ont nC 
Public Instructions, Coimonwcalth of Pennsyl^/ania, 812 blackstonc Duilding, 
Harrisburg, Par#, advised that by letter dated 2/1^53, B. FUdTIJIS, as 

Executive Secretary of the Philadelphia Comrlttco t: Secure Justice in the 
Rosenberg Case, lost Office box 8C5, Philadelphia, ?a., had advis^;! the Division 
of Solicitations that the Philadelphia Coinndttee nas an affilioto cf the' 

National Coimnittce to Secure Justice in the Hesenberg Case, and tiot the puri)Osa 
of the local comniittee was to .solicit money to bo used to meet expenses in 
carrying on appeals in the Rosenberg Case and maintainjjr the Rcscnbcrg children. 

Literature issued by the Committe- on tliC dates indicatc'd reflects 
the follcvdng variations of the names of the Philadelphia Cemaittoe vhich lave 
been utidized; 


2/11/53 

10/1^/53 


Philadelphia Committee to Secu.do Justice in 
the Rosenberg Case, ihst Office box 8o5, 
Philaclclphia, Pa. 

ihiladelphia Committee to Secuiv Justice in 
thie h^:scnbGrg-Sobell Case, Post Cfficc box 805, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


IO/19/S3 Philadelfhia Roscnbcrg-Soboll Committee, Pest 
Office box 8Q5, ihilradelphia. Pa. 

7 / 6 /^h Philadolphia Committee to Sccur*. Justice for 

Morton Sohcll in the jlusonbc^rg Casi:^, Pi-ct Office 
pox 805, ihiladelphia, Pa. 






On 3/lii/56, a source advised that the /hiladclphia Cinrnittoe tc 
Secure Justice for Mort.ai Scbell in the Hesenberp Case -jras bcin^ disbanded 
because cf a lack of funds and a lack of activity on the pr.rt cf the Co nr.it toe# 



Another source advised on 5/29/60, that the Philadelphia Solx?ll ^ 

Cemnittee continues to operate as a local affilia. tc of the Comrittec t. Secure \ 

Justice for Morton Sobell. It is a non-nembership organization ivhich conducts ^ 

its activities through a Planning Conmitteo consisting of no sot nunV-er of j 

people > usually eight to twelve individuals. PR^JtL QiEATOV is trio Chaiman of | 

the Philadelphia .Sc'bell Comnittee, and JEAN D, F?JlNTJIS takes a leading redo in | 

the Planning Cornmittee activities. 


A third source advised on 5/26/6C, that as cf that date iEMtL CdEIcTCV 
was the Organizer of the fhiladelphia branch of the Socialist V^orkors larty. 






HiHAIELHilA SOCB.L SCIENCE FCM.': 
COWiTTTSE (PSSFC) 



2his source advised 6/12/59, tnat the PSSFC ror.c^in'jd under u.c control 
of the District Education Comnission, CFEPD*. It v;c.s planned by HUB IN tbr'-t a 
new series of forums would bo conducted in tne fall of 195?. 


The same source advised 11/5/5 9 ^ that a nev: series i. f PSCF'C ferums 
would be hold on the second Friday of each month. : )e r i n- -/iJi. l i /l 1/5 9 . ."n i n]rnina 



This source further advised on S/ 2 h/ 60 y that the final foru::. of th'j 
current series is scheduled for Lhy 2?^ I960. Interest hao v/anod, and no plair: 
exist at the prO’sent time for resumption cf the forum, scries in the fall of I960. 
The source reported that DANIEL RUBIN, who ivas largely responsible f ortho success 
of the PSSFC j in J^^^nuary I960, was appointed National Youth Secretary, CPUS^'i, 
and no one has shovai the same interest in promoting the PSSFC. 
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tlUirrnu nl i iuu'stiaatuni 
S*t4itrs Drparliiiriit nf iliistin* 


100-37667 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
August 31, i960 


Title: COMTOTTES TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 


Character: irrTERNAL SECURITY ~ C; - 

INTERI^AL SECUHirf ACT OF 1950 


Reference: Report 
fiated 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


All sources (except any listed belov;) used in 
referenced communication have furnished reliable infor- 
mation in the past . 


This dpcument contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is phe property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are net to be distributed outside your agency. 


